Royal Tunbridge Wells Town Centre Area Action Plan and Allocations DPD -

Question 1
THE VISION

The Borough Council's overall vision for the Borough of Tunbridge Wells is to enhance the quality
of life for all our communities, which can be captured in four words: "Prosperous”; "Green";
"Healthy"; and "Confident" (TWBC Vision 2026). More specifically, the Council's "Vision 2026" is
that Royal Tunbridge Wells will be "the best town centre in the South East to live, work and visit
supported by the thriving centres of Paddock Wood, Southborough and Cranbrook®.

The broad vision for Royal Tunbridge Wells itself, as set out within the submission version of the
Core Strategy (2009), is that, by 2026, it will be a place of economic and social prosperity founded
on seized opportunities for business and enterprise and a respect for the exceptional quality of the
environment that makes the Borough unique. Royal Tunbridge Wells should be a centre of
strategic importance in the South East: a Regional Hub of economic, social and cultural activity.
Infrastructure improvements and increased use of high quality public transport, cycling and
walking facilities will significantly reduce traffic congestion in and around the town.

Royal Tunbridge Wells will be a desirable place to live and will benefit from new housing
development that meets the needs of the population in terms of type, size and cost. The provision
of a wider range of higher-skilled employment opportunities inside the Borough, particularly within
Royal Tunbridge Wells will see a reduction in out-commuting, while retail expansion and the
provision of leisure and cultural facilities will secure the competitiveness of the town. The high
quality of the built and natural environment and easy access to the countryside continue to appeal
to residents and, in addition to the wide range of facilities in town and local neighbourhood centres
provide essential services and a focus for local communities.

Do you think anything further should be added to the above Vision for Royal Tunbridge Wells?

. No

If yes, please specify.

- http://www.townforum.org.uk/planning/rtwmasterplan-rtwtf260309.pdf




Question 2a

How should the best of the existing character of Royal Tunbridge Wells be conserved?

http://www.townforum.org.uk/community/frontgardensparking-len150109.pdf

http://www.townforum.org.uk/community/rtwpatiosalleysproblems-rtwtf260309.pdf

Question 2b

Are there any particular areas of the town or its surroundings that should be preserved or
improved?

Question 3

THE OBJECTIVES FOR ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS

. To enhance the town's natural and built assets while planning for and accommodating
future regeneration and growth

. To ensure a high quality built environment through a pro-active approach towards good
design in new development and a high standard in the public realm

. To increase the amount, range and quality of housing, retail and employment floor space
consistent with enhancing the character of Royal Tunbridge Wells

. To regenerate the vacant, derelict and rundown sites that currently spoil the town centre
and surrounding areas

. To provide sustainable transport options for residents, workers and visitors that reduce

congestion, minimise air pollution and energy use

Do you agree with the objectives set out for Royal Tunbridge Wells?
. Yes

If you consider that different or additional objectives are important for Royal Tunbridge Wells,
please specify.



http://www.townforum.org.uk/administration/aimsobjectives-poster120308.pdf

Question 4

Do you think that there should be better linkages between the north and south parts of the town,
i.e. between the Royal Victoria Place/Camden Road area and the High Street/Pantiles area?

. No

If yes, how do you think this could be achieved?

Question 5

We are aware that there are transport problems within and around Royal Tunbridge Wells,
with some routes suffering from congestion.

What do you think would help solve the transport problems within and around Royal Tunbridge
Wells?

Question 6

There are a number of attractive green spaces in Royal Tunbridge Wells (including Calverley Park,
Dunorlan Park and the Common).

How do you think these could be better linked to the town centre?



Question 7

THE DRAFT ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS TOWN CENTRE BOUNDARY

We have drawn up a draft Town Centre boundary for Royal Tunbridge Wells, which is illustrated
on Map 2. This is the area to which new development for a mix of Town Centre uses would be
directed in the future. It would also form the boundary of the area that will be covered by the
TCAAP for Royal Tunbridge Wells. Site allocations outside this boundary will be made in the
Allocations DPD.

Do you agree with the Royal Tunbridge Wells Town Centre boundary shown on Map 027?

. Yes

If no, do you think other buildings/roads should be included or excluded?

Question 8
USES APPROPRIATE FOR ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS

Uses considered to be appropriate for the Town Centre in particular are retail (both food and
comparison retailing); offices; housing (including family housing and flats); and leisure (cafés,
restaurants, etc). Outside the Town Centre, a number of uses are considered appropriate,
including employment generating uses within the North Farm/Longfield Road Industrial Estate;
local retail, community and recreational uses within the defined Neighbourhood Centres; and
additional housing in existing residential/mixed use areas and new urban extensions.

The Core Strategy states that 70% of the Borough's total housing requirement will be met at Royal
Tunbridge Wells and approximately 23,403sgm (net) of comparison (non-food) retail floorspace
will be sought; employment floorspace will be maintained and encouraged, including offices in the
town centre.

What type, and where, would you like to see further housing in Royal Tunbridge Wells?



Question 8a

Where would you like to see additional retail development provided within the defined town
centre?

Question 8b

Where, and what type of new employment development would you like to see?

Question 9

What other services and facilities (for example, education, health and community facilities) would
you like to see more or less of within and around Royal Tunbridge Wells and in the town centre in
particular? (Please see Map 01 and Map 02).

Within and around Royal Tunbridge Wells (Map 01).

Royal Tunbridge Wells Town Centre (Map 02).

Question 10

OPPORTUNITY SITES WITH THE ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA

There are a number of opportunity sites within and around Royal Tunbridge Wells that we are
already aware of, which may be suitable for future development/redevelopment.

What uses would you like to see on the Kent & Sussex Hospital Site when the new District
General Hospital at Pembury opens and the old site is available for redevelopment?

Question 11
There is the possibility that the Town Hall (and other civic buildings) site in Royal Tunbridge Wells
will be available for redevelopment during the Plan period.

What uses would you like to see on the site?



Question 12

We would welcome your submissions indicating any other sites that you are aware of, or would
like to see developed/redeveloped within the area of Royal Tunbridge Wells.

Please note: if you have submitted a site through the SHLAA process, please do not submit it
again unless you want to amend your submission.

To submit a site please right-click the link to the Site Submission Form and select ‘open in a new
window'
http://tunbridgewells-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/spp/tcaap_and_allocations_dpd/ssformtcaap
If you would like to submit any other supporting information please use the upload facility below. If
you have multiple documents you will need to combine these into one uploadable file. You will also
have the opportunity within the Site Submission Form to upload a site plan.

http://www.townforum.org.uk/planning/ldfshlaasites230708.pdf




