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 Appendix A  Planning Policy Review

Appendix A PLANNING POLICY REVIEW 

International Policy 

The following international documents were reviewed as part of this assessment: 

• EU Habitats Directive 92/43/EC; 

• Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change; 

• The EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds 79/409/EEC; 

• The Convention on Biological Diversity (1992); 

• Directive 2000/60/EC Establishing a Framework for the Community Action in the Field of Water 
Policy (The Water Framework Directive); 

• Directive 96/62/EC on Ambient Air Quality and Management; 

• The Johannesburg Declaration of Sustainable Development (2002); 

• European Spatial Development Perspective (1999); 

• Waste Framework Directive (91/156/EEC); 

• Environment 2010 Our Future Our Choice (EU Sixth Environment Action Programme); 

• European Sustainable Development Strategy; and 

• European Biodiversity Strategy. 

 

National Planning Policy 

The following national planning documents were reviewed as part of this assessment: 

• Securing the Future: The Government’s Sustainable Development Strategy (2005); 

• PPS 1 – Creating Sustainable Communities; 

• PPG 2 – Green Belts; 

• PPG 3 – Housing; 

• PPG 4 – Industrial, commercial development and small firms; 

• PPS 6 – Town Centres and Retail Developments; 

• PPS 7 – Sustainable Development in Rural Areas; 

• PPG8 – Telecommunications; 

• PPS 9 (Draft) – Biodiversity and Geological Conservation; 
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• PPS 12 – Local Development Frameworks; 

• PPG 13 – Transport; 

• PPG 15 – Planning and the Historic Environment; 

• PPG 16 – Archaeology and Planning; 

• PPG 17 – Planning for Open Space, Sport, and Recreation; 

• PPG 21 – Tourism; 

• PPS 22  - Renewable Energy; 

• PPS 23 – Planning and Pollution Control; 

• PPG 24 – Planning and Noise; 

• PPG 25 – Development and Flood Risk; 

• Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 

• Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW); 

http://www.ukbap.org.uk/• UK Biodiversity Action Plan (1994) but ongoing development - see  ; 

• England Forestry Strategy  (Forestry Commission, 1999); 

• ‘Working with the Grain of Nature’: A Biodiversity Strategy for England (2002); 

• Our Energy Future – Creating a Low Carbon Economy (2003); 

• Climate Change: The UK Programme (2001); 

• Air Quality Strategy: Working Together for Clean Air (2000); 

• The Historic Environment: A Force for Our Future (2001); and 

• A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal, National Strategy Action Plan (2001). 

 

Regional Planning Policy  

The following regional planning documents were reviewed as part of this assessment: 

• Regional Planning Guidance, RPG 9 (2001); 

• Regional Spatial Strategy, The South East Plan (2005); 

• Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report on the Consultation Draft of the South East Plan (2005); 

• Integrated Regional Framework, A better quality of life in the south east (2005); 

  Planning Policy Review 

http://www.ukbap.org.uk/
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• A Better Quality of Life in the South East – Regional Sustainable Development Framework 
(2001); 

• Regional Transport Strategy (2003); 

• Sustainable Communities in the South East (2003); 

• South East Regional Housing Strategy (2004); 

• Regional Economic Strategy for South East England (2002); 

• State of the Environment Report, South East (2003); 

• Seeing the Wood for the Trees, the Forestry and Woodlands Framework for the South East 
(2004); and 

• The Cultural Agenda (2002). 

 

County Documents 

The following local planning documents were reviewed as part of this assessment: 

• Kent Structure Plan (1996); 

• Kent Local Transport Plan (2001); 

• Kent Design A Guide to Sustainable Development (2005); 

• The Strategic Framework for Sport in Kent 2003-2008; 

• Kent Minerals and Waste Development Scheme (2005); 

• The Deposit Kent and Medway Structure Plan (Local Economic Development Strategy) 2003; 

• Education Development Plan (2002/7); 

• Community Strategy, Vision for Kent (2002); 

• Kent Downs Management Plan 2004-2009; 

• Kent Countryside 2000 Report; 

• Kent Environmental Strategy; and 

• Kent Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 

Sub-County Documents 

The following local planning documents were reviewed as part of this assessment: 

• West Kent Area Investment Framework; and 

  Planning Policy Review 
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• High Weald AONB Management Plan 2004 – A 20 year strategy.  

 

Local Documents 

The following local planning documents were reviewed as part of this assessment: 

• Tunbridge Wells Local Plan (1996); 

• Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy (2002); 

• Tunbridge Wells Local Development Scheme (2005); 

• Tunbridge Wells Borough Transport Strategy (2003); 

• Local Cultural Strategy for the Borough of Tunbridge Wells 2003 – 2008, Making a Difference; 

• Tunbridge Wells Borough Summary Crime Audit and Community Safety Strategy (2005 – 2008); 

• Tunbridge Wells Borough Community Plan 2003-2011; 

• Tunbridge Wells Borough Housing Strategy Statement, 2001 – 2006  (2004 update); 

• Tunbridge Wells Private Sector Renewal Strategy 2004-2009;  

• Environmental Strategy 2005 – Tunbridge Wells Borough Council; 

• Heath Plan for the Borough of Tunbridge Wells; and 

• Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft and Draft Action Plan 2005-2008 (2005). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Planning Policy Review 
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     INTERNATIONAL POLICIES 

EU Habitats Directive 92/43/EC (European Union, 1992) 

Why it is relevant 

The EC Habitats Directive requires Member States to maintain or restore natural habitats of European importance at a 
‘favourable conservation status’ so as to preserve biodiversity.  

Key objectives and targets 

Maintain or restore in a favourable condition designated natural habitat types and habitats of designated species listed in 
Annexes I and II respectively of the Directive. If a project compromising one of these habitats must proceed in spite of negative 
conservation impacts due to it being in the public interest, compensatory measures must be provided for. 

Linear structures such as rivers/streams, hedgerows, field boundaries, ponds, etc., that enable movement and migration of 
species should be preserved.  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Accept the primacy of nature conservation objectives, and clearly take note of these designations in setting SA objectives and 
defining options in the LDF.  

 

Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change (United Nations, 1997) 

Why it is relevant 

The Protocol strengthens obligations of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. It presents a legally 
binding commitment for industrialised countries to collectively reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by at least 5% (of 1990 
levels) by 2008-2012. 

Key objectives and targets 

Achieve a reduction in anthropogenic CO2 levels to at least 5% below 1990 levels by 2012. Consider afforestation and 
reforestation as carbon sinks. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Ensure all reasonable opportunities are taken forward to encourage development which is energy efficient and reduces 
reliance on private cars. 

 

The EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds 79/409/EEC (European Community, 1979) 

Why it is relevant  

The Directive outlines a framework for the conservation and management of European wild birds. Member States determine 
the legal mechanisms through which to implement this. In the UK, this is achieved through several statutory and non-statutory 
methods including the UK Biodiversity Action Plan, and wild bird monitoring programmes. 

Key objectives and targets 

Imposes duty on Member States to sustain populations of naturally occurring wild birds by sustaining areas of habitats in order 
to maintain populations at ecologically and scientifically sound levels. 

 

  Planning Policy Review 
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Implications for the LDF and SA 

The SA should consider the effects of local developments on European protected bird species. 

 

The Convention on Biological Diversity, Rio de Janeiro (United Nations, 1992) 

Why it is relevant 

The Convention outlines three main goals for the conservation, protection and enhancement of biological diversity; the 
conservation of biological diversity, its sustainable use, and the equitable sharing of benefits associated with genetic 
resources. National strategies and action plans must be implemented by Contracting Parties to achieve these goals. 

Key objectives and targets 

Article 6a requires each Contracting Party to develop national strategies, plans or programmes for the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

SA should consider biodiversity impacts within its objectives. It should take a holistic view of ecosystems rather than a focusing 
on ‘islands’ of protected species. 

 

Directive 2000/60/EC Establishing a Framework for the Community Action in the Field of Water Policy (The Water 
Framework Directive) (European Union, 2000) 

Why it is relevant 

The Directive establishes a framework for the protection of inland surface waters (rivers and lakes), transitional waters 
(estuaries), coastal waters and groundwater. Its purpose is to ensure all aquatic ecosystems and terrestrial ecosystems and 
wetlands reach 'good status' by 2015.    

Key objectives and targets 

Requires all Member States to achieve ‘good ecological status’ of inland water bodies by 2015, and limits the quantity of 
groundwater abstraction to that portion of overall recharge not needed by ecology. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Surface water run off from paved surfaces and built up areas can cumulatively pollute watercourses.  SA should include 
objective on water quality/quantity.  

SA should consider the capacity of groundwater areas to support new development without harming connected ecological 
systems. 

 

Directive 96/62/EC on Ambient Air Quality and Management (European Union, 1996) 

Why it is relevant 

The Directive provides a framework for producing daughter-directives and limit values for a range of pollutants, assessing the 
concentrations of these and for the management of air quality to prevent exceedances.  

Key objectives and targets 

Establishes mandatory standards for air quality and sets limits and guides values for sulphur and nitrogen dioxide, suspended 
particulates and lead in air.  

  Planning Policy Review 
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Implications for the LDF and SA 

The location of new developments should take into account any emissions caused by new transport links (and new ‘need’ to 
travel), along with emissions from new industry. SA will include objectives for air quality. 

 

The Johannesburg Declaration of Sustainable Development (World Summit on Sustainable Development, 2002) 

Why it is relevant 

The Johannesburg plan of implementation includes a political declaration by Heads of State and sets new targets and 
timetables for action. A partnership agreement between governments, the private sector and the civil society was also 
achieved. 

Key objectives and targets 

Undertake to strengthen and improve governance at all levels, for the effective implementation of Agenda 21. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

None 

 

European Spatial Development Perspective (European Union Ministers for Spatial Planning, 1999) 

Why it is relevant 

The Perspective sets out principles for sustainable spatial development in Member States. 

Key objectives and targets 

European cultural landscapes, cities and towns, as well as a variety of natural and historic monuments are all part of the 
European Heritage. Its fostering should be an important part of modern architecture, urban and landscape planning in all 
regions of the EU. 

A big challenge for spatial development policy is to contribute to the objectives, announced by the EU during international 
conferences concerning the environment and climate, of reducing emissions into the global ecological system. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF could influence the historic environment in several ways, including the ambience of historic structures and features.  

The SA should include objectives for Conservation Areas and reducing Carbon Dioxide emissions. 

 

Waste Framework Directive 91/156/EEC (European Union, 1991) 

Why it is relevant 

The Framework Directive on Waste requires Member States produce a National Waste Strategy containing their policies on 
waste disposal and recovery. In the UK, the Directive is implemented by the Environment Act 1995. 

 

 

  Planning Policy Review 
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Key objectives and targets 

Article 4. 

Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that waste is recovered or disposed of without endangering 
human health and without using processes or methods which could harm the environment, and in particular:  

Without risk to water, air, soil and plants and animals.  

Without causing a nuisance through noise or odours.  

Without adversely affecting the countryside or places of special interest. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF should consider these impacts when deciding on locations for waste disposal or processing. 

This would feed into SA objectives for noise, air, landscape, and biodiversity. 

 

Environment 2010: Our Future, Our Choice - EU Sixth Environment Action Programme (European Union, 2001) 

Why it is relevant 

The Programme outlines priority environmental issues to be addressed by Member States. 

Key objectives and targets 

Recognises that land use planning and management decisions in the Member States can have a major influence on the 
environment, leading to fragmentation of the countryside and pressures in urban areas and the coast. Also includes objectives 
on stabilising greenhouse gases, halting biodiversity loss, reducing pollution and resource use. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

SA should include objectives on minimising production of greenhouse gases, halting biodiversity loss, reducing pollution and 
resource use. 

 

European Sustainable Development Strategy (European Union, 2001) 

Why it is relevant 

Completing and building on the Lisbon strategy, the ESDS focuses on a small number of problems which pose severe or 
irreversible threats to the future well-being of European society. 

Key objectives and targets 

Strategy states that decoupling environmental degradation and resource consumption from economic and social development 
requires a major reorientation of public and private investment towards new, environmentally-friendly technologies. 

Intention is to provide catalyst for policy-makers and public opinion for the future as a driving force for institutional reform, 
changes in corporate and consumer behaviour. Clear, stable, long-term objectives. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF/AAP should reflect European and national desire to decouple environmental impacts and social issues from economic 
growth. 

SA objectives should consider issues identified at the European level which may be particularly relevant to Tunbridge Wells 
Borough. 

  Planning Policy Review 
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European Biodiversity Strategy COM (98)42 (European Commission, 1998) 

Why it is relevant 

The Directive addresses biodiversity loss and the role of spatial planning in conserving this natural resource within Member 
States. 

Key objectives and targets 

Intended to reverse present trends in biodiversity reduction or losses and to place species and ecosystems, including agro-
ecosystems, at a satisfactory conservation status, both within and beyond the territory of the European Union (EU). Strategy 
aims to anticipate, prevent and attack the causes of significant reduction or loss of biodiversity at source through the 
integration of environmental policies into key policy areas at the regional level and through spatial planning. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF should emphasise desire to halt biodiversity losses and to seek enhancement where possible. 

 SA should include objectives on maintaining and enhancing biodiversity through the preservation of existing designated sites 
(particularly when in conflict with allocated development areas) and general criteria based policy. 

 

 

NATIONAL POLICY 

Securing the Future: The Government’s Sustainable Development Strategy (DEFRA, 2005 – Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

This is a review of the original sustainable development strategy of 1999. It contains principles, priorities and indicators 
relating to sustainable development in the UK. 

Key objectives and targets 

The new objectives included within the strategy are: 

 Living within environmental limits; 
 Ensuring a strong healthy and just society 
 Achieving a sustainable economy 
 Promoting good governance 

Using sound science responsibly. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The aim of the plans should reflect the first three objectives of the strategy and these should form the basis for the SA 
objectives for the plan. 

 

PPS 1 – Creating Sustainable Communities (ODPM, 2005 – Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

The document sets out the key policies and principles and the Government’s vision for planning. It includes high-level 
objectives and sets out the framework for specific policies further developed in the thematic Planning Policy Statements 
which will substitute the current PPG documents. 

  Planning Policy Review 
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Key objectives and targets 

Sustainable development is the purpose of planning. Communities need to be actively involved in the planning process, 
which is not simply regulations and control but must become a proactive management of development.  

These overarching objectives inform specific objectives such as promotion of urban and rural regeneration, of local 
economies, of inclusive, healthy and safe communities. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Local Authorities should consider how their plans are addressing the four pillars of sustainable development by including 
relevant sustainability objectives both for the plan and the SA. The four core aims of sustainable development are: 

1. Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone; 

2. Effective protection of the environment; 

3. Prudent use of natural resources; and 

4. Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth.  

 

PPG 2 – Green Belts (DTLR, 1995 – Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPG 2 outlines Government policy on green belt land and will have an effect on the content of Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council’s development plans.   

Key objectives and targets 

There should be a general presumption against inappropriate development in the Green Belt. This includes the construction 
of new buildings unless exempted under para. 3.4 of the guidance note. 

When any large scale development or redevelopment occurs within the Green Belt, it should contribute towards the 
objectives provided in para. 1.6 of the guidance note. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Objectives pertaining to the openness of landscape in greenbelt and the protection of biodiversity (habitat connectivity 
implications) will be included within the SA.  

The LDF should include policies to protect the greenbelt limiting exceptions and windfall sites. 

 

PPG 3 – Housing (2000 – Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPG 3 outlines Government policy on housing and will have an effect on the content of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s 
development plans.   

Key objectives and targets 

Plan to meet the housing needs of the whole community, consider mixed used developments and prioritise redevelopment of 
brownfield sites. Place the needs of the people before ease of traffic movement. 

Additional housing should be well designed and should be focused in towns and cities. 

  Planning Policy Review 
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Implications for the LDF and SA 

SA should recognise and include objectives tackling social exclusion. 

The SA objective for townscape should emphasize the presumption towards brownfield developments. 

The LDF must help to implement PPG3 and   could, for example, include a policy seeking affordable housing in appropriate 
developments. 

 

PPG 4 – Industrial, Commercial Development and Small Firms (1992 – Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPG 4 outlines Government policy on industrial/ commercial development and will have an effect on the content of Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Council’s development plans.   

Key objectives and targets 

Guidance on the provision in planning for economic development married to respect for the environment. 

Industrial and commercial developments are vital for the wealth of an area but need to be carefully placed so to minimise 
dependency of businesses and customers from road transport and integration with existing and planned transport and 
housing developments and plans.  

Encourage new developments in locations which minimise the length and number of trips, especially by motor vehicles. 

Encourage new development in locations that can be served by more energy efficient modes of transport. 

Discourage new development where it would be likely to add unacceptably to congestion. 

Locate development requiring access mainly to local roads away from trunk roads, to avoid unnecessary congestion on roads 
designed for longer distance movement. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF should seek to make beneficial use of previous industrial areas which are currently under-used or vacant. 

The LDF should seek to separate polluting activities from sensitive areas such as housing, hospitals or schools. 

 

PPS 6 – Town Centres and Retail Developments (ODPM, 2005 – Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPS 6 outlines Government policy on development within towns and out of town locations. It will influence the content of 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s development plans.   

Key objectives and targets 

Adopt a town centre first sequential approach to development. 
To promote and enhance existing centres by focusing development in such centres and encouraging a wide range of 
services in a good environment. 
Encouraging town centre development will promote their vitality and viability, and will enhance consumer choice with a wide 
provision of shopping, leisure and local services to meet the needs of the whole community;  
To ensure development is accessible by a range of means of transport, and to encourage a cleaner, safer, greener town 
centre environment;  
To promote social inclusion by encouraging investment in disadvantaged areas to provide improved services and more 
employment opportunities;  
To promote high quality and inclusive design and make efficient use of land in town centres to deliver more sustainable 
development. 

  Planning Policy Review 
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Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF should promote the vitality of town and village centres whilst increasing accessibility and reducing social exclusion. 

 

PPS 7 – Sustainable Development in Rural Areas (ODPM, 2004 – Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPS 7 outlines Government policy on sustainable development in rural locations and will therefore effect the content of 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s development documents. 

Key objectives and targets 

Requires that development within existing villages should be permitted where it meets local economic and community needs, 
where it maintains or enhances the environment and does not conflict with other policies. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Ensure the LDF is coordinated with rural transport service plans. 

SA Objective to include ‘local needs met locally’. 

 

PPG 8 – Telecommunications (2001 – Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPG 8 outlines Government policy and will influence the content of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s development plans 
with regard to telecommunications.   

Key objectives and targets 

The Government's policy is to facilitate the growth of new and existing telecommunications systems whilst keeping the 
environmental impact to a minimum. The Government also has responsibility for protecting public health. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The plan needs to ensure that is includes the right mix of policies to balance the competing demands of industry, health 
concerns and the environment. 

The LDF should include policies which restrict the positioning of telecommunications masts near locations which are sensitive 
in terms of human health. Policies should ensure adequate screening to avoid adverse visual impacts. 

 

PPS 9 – Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (2005 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPS 9 outlines Government policy relating to biodiversity and geological conservation and will have an effect on the content 
of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s development plans.   

 

  Planning Policy Review 
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Key objectives and targets 

Plan policies and planning decisions should be based upon up-to-date information about the environmental characteristics of 
their areas and seek to maintain, or enhance, or add to biodiversity and geological conservation interests. 

Plan policies on the form and location of development should take a strategic approach to the conservation and 
enhancement of biodiversity and geology, and recognise the contributions that individual sites and areas make to conserving 
these resources within the wider environment. 

Local planning authorities should consider whether proposed developments can be accommodated without causing harm to 
biodiversity and geological conservation interests. Where there may be significant harmful effects, local planning authorities 
will need to be satisfied that any reasonable alternative sites that would result in less or no harm have been fully considered. 

The draft replacement to PPG 9 notes that proposals maps within the LDF should make clear distinctions between the 
hierarchy of international, national, regional, and locally designated sites when identifying designated sites of importance for 
biodiversity and geodiversity. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF should include policies to protect and enhance biodiversity. Create new areas of habitats and make Local Nature 
Reserve designations as appropriate.  

The SA should include an objective to protect and enhance biodiversity. 

 

PPS 12 – Local Development Frameworks (2004 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPS 12 outlines Government policy on the process of preparing local development documents.   

Key objectives and targets 

Outlines a new style of land use planning, streamlining programme for policy agreement and ensuring community 
engagement throughout the process. 

No relevant objectives, targets and indicators. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF should accord with national guidance in terms of process.  No particular policy considerations. 

 

PPG 13 – Transport (2001 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

This PPG outlines Government policy on the integration of transport and planning at the national, regional and strategic 
levels. 

Key objectives and targets 

Actively manage the pattern of urban growth and the location of major travel generating development to make the fullest use 
of public transport, and to encourage walking and cycling.  

Land use planning should facilitate a shift in transport of freight from road to rail and water. Attention should be paid to the 
value of disused transport sites and effort made to prevent their loss to different land uses. 

  Planning Policy Review 
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Implications for the LDF and SA 

This objective is fundamental in encouraging public transport use and establishing a viable patronage base, as well as 
cycling and walking. In doing so, the LDF would be contributing to the air quality, human health, climate change and social 
inclusion objectives of its SA. 

The Borough has good rail links and nodes and the LDF should seek to maximise commercial opportunities in close proximity 
to these i.e. Paddock Wood. 

 

PPG 15 – Planning and the Historic Environment (1994 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPG 15 relates to the role of the planning system in the conservation and identification of built heritage. 

Key objectives and targets 

Objectives are for effective protection for all aspects of the historic environment. It complements PPG 16 on Archaeology and 
Planning.  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The historic environment can be affected by changing land uses in a number of ways, including inappropriate development, 
vibration/noise impacts, and visual intrusion. The SA should include objectives for the conservation of the historic 
environment.  

The LDF should recognise that the historic environment, tourism and economic prosperity are linked. 

 

PPG 16 – Archaeology and Planning (1990 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

This PPG sets out policy on archaeology and advises on the handling of remains including on the level of consideration that 
should be afforded in planning decisions and planning conditions. 

Key objectives and targets 

Development plans should reconcile the need for development with the interests of conservation including archaeology. 
Detailed development plans (ie local plans) should include policies for the protection, enhancement and preservation of sites 
of archaeological interest and of their settings. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Archaeological sites can be potentially damaged through construction of new build. Archaeological and cultural objectives 
should be included within the SA. 

 

PPG 17 – Planning for Open Space, Sport, and Recreation (2002 – Central  Government Policy document)                       

Why it is relevant 

PPG 17 sets out Government policy on the role of local authorities in the provision of open spaces and sports and recreation 
facilities.  

  Planning Policy Review 
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Key objectives and targets 

The recreational quality of open spaces can be eroded by insensitive development or incremental loss of the site. In 
considering planning applications - either within or adjoining open space - local authorities should weigh any benefits being 
offered to the community against the loss of open space that will occur. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Ensure policy proposals take account of the impact of developments on all open space. 

There will be an opportunity within the LDF to increase the provision and quality of recreation facilities and open space. 

Recognise and protect open space and recreation areas which are highly valued by the community. 

 

PPG 21 – Tourism (1992 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

This PPG addresses the importance of tourism for the economy. It also outlines the environmental impact of tourism and its 
relevance in land-use planning. PPG 21 explains how the needs of tourism should be addressed in development plans and in 
development control. 

Key objectives and targets 

Ensure land use is distributed and managed in such a way that it supports the qualities that underpin the tourism industry. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Promoting tourism would increase prosperity and employment, however it is important to recognise the potential conflicts 
between tourist developments and other environmental objectives. 

 

PPS 22 Renewable Energy (2004 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

The policies set out in PPS 22, on renewable energy, will need to be incorporated into the Local Development Documents for 
the Borough. 

Key objectives and targets 

Regional spatial strategies and local development documents should contain policies designed to promote and encourage, 
rather than restrict, the development of renewable energy resources. Except where these developments are likely to have an 
adverse effect on designated conservation sites (historic and natural), or designated landscapes.  

Targets should be expressed as the minimum amount of installed capacity for renewable energy in the region, expressed in 
megawatts, and may also be expressed in terms of the percentage of electricity consumed or supplied. Targets will be set in 
the revised RSS for achievement by 2010 and by 2020. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Prioritise policies that protect designated sites in relation to renewable energy developments. 

The LDF should include policies to ensure that, where appropriate, a percentage of energy to be used in new developments 
is sourced from on-site renewable energy sources. 
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PPS 23 - Planning and Pollution Control (2004 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

Local authorities are required to take the policies outlined in PPS 23 and its Annexes into consideration when preparing Local 
Development Documents. 

Key objectives and targets 

Any consideration of the quality of land, air or water and potential impacts arising from development, possibly leading to 
impacts on health, is capable of being a material planning consideration, in so far as it arises or may arise from or may affect 
any land use; 

The planning system plays a key role in determining the location of development which may give rise to pollution, either 
directly or indirectly, and in ensuring that other uses and developments are not, as far as possible, affected by major existing 
or potential sources of pollution. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Policies should be developed that assist in determining the location of potentially polluting development. 

Policies should be developed that require remediation of contaminated sites. 

 

PPG 24 – Planning and Noise (1994 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

This PPG provides guidance on noise and the role of local authorities in minimising adverse impacts. 

Key objectives and targets 

Noise-sensitive developments should be located away from existing sources of significant noise (or programmed 
development such as new roads) and that potentially noisy developments are located in areas where noise will not be such 
an important consideration or where its impact can be minimised. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Ensure that SA includes a noise objective. 

 

PPG 25 – Development and Flood Risk (2001 – Central Government Policy document) 

Why it is relevant 

PPG 25 provides guidance on the consideration of flood risk in relation to development. It sets out the importance of 
management and flood-risk reduction in land-use planning. 

Key objectives and targets 

Consider the information available on the nature of flood risk and its potential consequences and accord it appropriate weight 
in the preparation of development plans and in determining applications for planning permission and attaching conditions 
where permission is granted. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF should avoid unnecessary development in the floodplains that might decrease storage/increase runoff, and compromise 
human safety. LDF should also encourage development of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems. 

  Planning Policy Review 



SA Scoping Report, Tunbridge Wells Borough LDF - Appendices 
 

 
 EN4942/R/1.5.5_appendices/KB

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (1981 – Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Act is the principle mechanism for the legislative protection of wildlife in Great Britain. 

Key objectives and targets 

Addresses the problem of species protection and habitat loss by setting out the protection that is afforded to wild animals and 
plants in Britain. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

There is significant interaction between wildlife and different types of land use. The SA should consider the affects of land 
use on biodiversity. 

 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000  (2000 – Statutory document)  

Why it is relevant 

The Act creates new access rights to the countryside of England and Wales. 

Key objectives and targets 

Emphasises the public’s right of access to open country and common land, and gives additional protection to Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI).  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Certain land uses and development might hinder accessibility to open country and common land. The LDF should consider 
these issues which have relevance to SA. objectives on human health, population, and severance. 

 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan (1994 – Central Government Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Action Plan is the Government’s response to the Convention on Biodiversity. It is the primary framework for wildlife 
conservation in the UK. The Plan recognises the role of local authorities in implementing the Plan on a local level. 

Key objectives and targets 

The UK BAP was published in response to the requirements of the Convention on Biological Diversity (1992). It highlights a 
number of priority habitats and species with associated action plans.  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF should take account of priority habitats and species in the Borough, and integrate their plan objectives within it, 
whenever possible. 

 

England Forestry Strategy 1999 (Forestry Commission, 1999 – Non-statutory document)  

Why it is relevant 

The strategy sets out strategic priorities and programmes for forestry in England. 
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Key objectives and targets 

Continued steady expansion of woodland area to provide more benefit for society and the environment. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF should seize upon opportunities to expand existing woodland or create new woodland areas. 

 

‘Working with the Grain of Nature’: A Biodiversity Strategy for England (2002 – Central Government Non-statutory 
document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Strategy sets out a five year work programme for biodiversity. It seeks the greater integration of biodiversity issues in 
policy. It complements and builds on the UK Biodiversity Action Plan.  

Key objectives and targets 

Ensures biodiversity considerations are embedded in all main sectors of economic activity.  (It is the principal means by 
which the government will comply with duties under section 74 of the CRoW Act).  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The SA aims to integrate biodiversity into LDF activity by highlighting interaction between land use and wildlife. 

 

Our Energy Future – Creating a Low Carbon Economy (2003 – Central Government Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The document sets out policies for a low-carbon future and addresses energy use and climate change in the UK. 

Key objectives and targets 

Stimulate new, more efficient sources of power generation, and cut emissions from the transport and agricultural sector. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF should encourage development of renewable energy facilities and attempt to reduce the need for long distance car 
travel. 

 

Climate Change: The UK Programme  (2000 – Central Government Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The programme outlines how the UK plans to meet its Kyoto target to cut its greenhouse gas emissions by 12.5%, and 
achieve its domestic goal to cut carbon dioxide emissions by 20% below 1990 levels by 2010. 

Key objectives and targets 

Cutting UK Carbon Dioxide emissions 60% by 2050. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The SA should contain objectives for reducing Carbon Dioxide emissions. 
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Air Quality Strategy: Working Together for Clean Air (2000 – Central Government Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The strategy describes the current and likely future air quality of the UK. It provides a framework for action which includes 
objectives to improve and protect the UK’s air quality in the long-term. 

Key objectives and targets 

Sets objectives for eight main air pollutants to protect health.  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF should consider the location of any Air Quality Management Areas, and the objectives for the eight main air pollutants. 

 

The Historic Environment: A Force for Our Future (2001 – Central Government Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The document outlines an agenda to achieve more attractive towns and cities; a prosperous and sustainable countryside; 
world-class tourist attractions; new jobs; and learning, vibrant and self-confident communities. 

Key objectives and targets 

The historic environment should be protected and sustained for the benefit of our own and future generations. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF could influence the historic environment in several ways, including the ambience of historic structures and features.  

The SA should include objectives for Conservation Areas. 

 

A New Commitment to Neighbourhood Renewal, National Strategy Action Plan (2001 – Central Government Non-
statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The strategy outlines the Government’s vision that no person should be seriously disadvantaged by where they live. It 
includes two long-term goals; lower worklessness and crime, and improved health, skills, housing and environment in order 
to reduce the gap between deprived neighbourhoods and the rest of the country.  

Key objectives and targets 

The national vision for neighbourhood renewal, the plan aims: 

To have lower worklessness; less crime; better health; better skills; and better housing and physical environment in all the 
poorest neighbourhoods. 

To narrow the gap on these measures between the most deprived neighbourhoods and the rest of the country. 

No specific targets. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

These objectives are essential in reducing social exclusion and should be considered broadly within the LDF and SA. 
 
The LDF should look to regenerate the most deprived wards in the Borough. 
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REGIONAL POLICIES 

Regional Planning Guidance, RPG 9 (South East England Regional Assembly, 2001  - Statutory document)  

Why it is relevant 

RPG 9 is the Regional framework for preparation of local authority development plans. 

Key objectives and targets 

Consistency with four key objectives of Strategy for Sustainable Development in the UK. 
1. Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone; 

2. Effective protection of the environment; 

3. Prudent use of natural resources; and 

4. Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth. 
 
- 12 Key Development Principles are set out in paragraph 3.5 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Concentrate development in places well served by public transport, especially town centres, within urban areas and on 
previously developed sites, before considering the option of developing on greenfield sites. 

Proximity principle extends to sustainable communities and the need to reduce reliance on the private car. 

Development should be designed to make sustainable use of the regions natural resources. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF must be in conformity with RPG9 whilst the South East Plan is Adopted. 
 

Objectives of the Core Strategy and DPDs / SPDs should be based on principles of sustainable development. 

 

Regional Spatial Strategy, Consultation Draft South East Plan (South East England Regional Assembly, 2005 – 
Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Strategy is the new statutory framework for development in the Region (Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004). 
Consultation on 1st Draft has recently closed. 

Key objectives and targets 

RSS should provide the spatial framework that forms the context within which Local Development Documents, Local 
Transport Plans will be prepared, as well as other regional and sub-regional strategies and programmes that have a bearing 
on land use activities. 
 
The draft Plan’s vision takes as its theme ‘A Healthy Region’ and sets the challenge that there will be a sustained 
improvement in quality of life in the South East by 2026, measured in terms of social well-being, the economy, environment 
and the management of the region’s natural resources. 
 
Regional objectives and indicators based on 4 national sustainability objectives taken directly from the Integrated Regional 
Framework, 2004: 

 
Specific Borough level housing targets omitted from consultation draft; to be included in Stage 2 consultation later in 2005. 
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Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The Borough will have to respond to the Regional Spatial Strategy allocation for housing while minimising environmental 
impacts. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

 
Consider objectives and targets from the RSS and IRF when developing LDF.  Utilise the targets and indicators in the SA 
where appropriate. 

Housing targets / options will need to be reviewed on release. 

The LDF must be consistent with the South East Plan. 

 

Draft Sustainability Appraisal Report on the Consultation Draft of the South East Plan (South East England 
Regional Assembly, 2005 - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The document is the independent Sustainability Appraisal of the consultation draft of the South East Plan.  

Key objectives and targets 

The Draft SA identifies that the IRF provides the ideal set of core objectives for the region.  
In addition to the regional objectives and indicators based on 4 national sustainability objectives taken directly from the 
Integrated Regional Framework, 2004, the SA identifies further existing and potential targets in Table 3.1 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Where appropriate, use baseline information and the SA Framework which has been widely consulted on and used to 
assess the Regional Spatial Strategy. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Consider additional targets from the Regional SA when developing LDF.  Utilise the targets and indicators in the SA where 
appropriate. 

 

Integrated Regional Framework, A better quality of life in the south east (South East England Regional Assembly 
2005 - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The IRF for the South East of England establishes a shared regional vision of sustainable development, and a set of 
objectives, indicators and targets that map out how the region should deliver economic development that benefits people 
and protects and improves the environment. 
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Key objectives and targets 

The following key issues are identified for the south east: 

• ensuring that there is an adequate supply of affordable housing 
• reducing social exclusion and poverty and spreading economic benefits more widely 
• tackling the growth in car traffic by reducing the need to travel and improving alternative choices for travelling around the 

region, especially better public transport 
• using natural resources (such as water, wood and fossil fuels) more prudently, while at the same time achieving 

economic growth 
• reducing pollution and waste 
• enhancing the region’s biodiversity 
• managing and mitigating the likely impacts of climate change such as increases in flooding 
• improving overall levels of health of people living in the region 
• maintaining and improving the overall quality of the environment, including biodiversity and important landscapes 
• adapting to the needs of an ageing population 
• improving educational attainment and skills levels 
• achieving high and stable levels of employment. 

IRF objectives reflect the four key objectives of Strategy for Sustainable Development in the UK. 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone, 9 objectives, 27 indicators: 

1. To ensure that everyone has the opportunity to live in a decent, sustainably constructed and affordable home. 

2. To reduce the risk of flooding and the resulting detriment to public wellbeing, the economy and the environment. 

3. To improve the health and well-being of the population & reduce inequalities in health. 

4. To reduce poverty and social exclusion and close the gap between the most deprived areas in the South East and the 
rest of the region. 

5. To raise educational achievement levels across the region and develop the opportunities for everyone to acquire the skills 
needed to find and remain in work. 

6. To reduce crime and the fear of crime. 

7. To create and sustain vibrant communities. 

8. To improve accessibility to all services and facilities. 

9. To encourage increased engagement in cultural activity across all sections. 

• Effective protection of the environment, 6 objectives, 15 indicators: 

10. To improve efficiency in land use through the re-use of previously developed land and existing buildings, including re-
use of materials from buildings, and encourage urban renaissance. 

11. To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve. 

12. To address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and ensure that the South 
East is prepared for its impacts. 

13. To conserve and enhance the region’s Biodiversity. 

14. To protect, enhance and make accessible for enjoyment, the region’s countryside and historic environment. 

15. To reduce road congestion and pollution levels by improving travel choice, and reducing the need for travel by car/lorry. 

• Prudent use of natural resources, 4 objectives, 10 indicators: 
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16. To reduce the global, social and environmental impact of consumption of resources by using sustainably produced and 
local products. 

17. To reduce waste generation and disposal, and achieve the sustainable management of waste 

18. To maintain and improve the water quality of the region’s rivers and coasts, and to achieve sustainable water resources 
management. 

19. To increase energy efficiency, and the proportion of energy generated from renewable sources in the region. 

• Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth, 6 objectives, 16 indicators. 

20. To ensure high and stable levels of employment so everyone can benefit from the economic growth of the region. 

21. To sustain economic growth and competitiveness across the region. 

22. To stimulate economic revival in priority regeneration areas. 

23. To develop a dynamic, diverse and knowledge-based economy that excels in innovation with higher value, lower impact 
activities. 

24. To encourage the development of a buoyant, sustainable tourism sector. 

25. To develop and maintain a skilled workforce to support long-term. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The document sets out a Framework for sustainable development in the South East, which all regional strategies and 
polices should adhere to. 

Links between economic growth, resource depletion and environmental damage should be broken. ‘Cleaner growth’ is key 
to achieving sustainable development in the region. 

Where it is difficult to balance social, economic and environmental factors, the decision made should be explicit and 
transparent. The document provides a Framework for decision-making. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

IRF objectives and targets should be considered integral to the baseline assessment and in the identification of issues and 
SA objectives. 

 

A Better Quality of Life in the South East – Regional Sustainable Development Framework (South East England 
Regional Assembly, 2001 - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

This Framework sets out a vision for the Region, and proposes regionally derived objectives, indicators and targets for the 
South East which contain all of the themes of sustainable development. 

Key objectives and targets 

This document was the precursor to the Integrated Regional Framework and was superseded by it. The document provides 
key inputs into the LDF Sustainability Appraisal Framework. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

N/A 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

N/A 
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Regional Transport Strategy – Chapter 9 of RPG9 (South East England Regional Assembly, 2003 - Non-statutory 
document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Regional Transport Strategy (RTS), published in July 2004, lays out the South East’s transport policies. It also provides 
the context for the preparation of Local Development and Transport Plans by local authorities.  

Key objectives and targets 

Key aims / objectives include: 

• Promote good management and investment in the transport system  

• Offering value for money by fully utilising existing transport capacity  

• Improve the structure of the transport system in favour of more sustainable means of transport  

• Support the South East spatial strategy, particularly fostering links with other regions and supporting urban 
regeneration. 

There are some targets listed which are applicable to the preparation of Local Transport Plans but not specifically relevant 
to the LDF. 

The most relevant indicators used to monitor the RTS are as follows: 

• Mode of travel to work; 

• Mode of travel to school; 

• Km travelled per person per year by mode; 

• Number of people killed or seriously injured; 

• Growth rate of road traffic volume; 

• Improvements in rural transport; 

• Improved access to jobs and services; and 

• Improved public transport. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Relevant regional strategies, development plans and Local Transport Plans should ensure that their management proposals 
achieve a rebalancing of the transport system in favour of non-car modes as a means of access to services and facilities. 
Development should be located and designed so as to reduce average journey lengths.  

Investment in upgrading the transport system should be prioritised to support delivery of the spatial strategy by developing 
the network of regional hubs and spokes (M20). 

Development plans and Local Transport Plans should in combination adopt restraint-based maximum levels of parking 
provision for non-residential developments, linked to an integrated programme of public transport and accessibility 
improvements. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF should be consistent with the transport policies included within the RTS. 

Policy T10 – Mobility Management, sets out key areas where both Development and Local Transport Plans can address key 
transport problems associated with both the region as a whole and relevant to Tunbridge Wells Borough. 
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Sustainable Communities in the South East (Government Office for the South East, 2003 - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

This is a regional version of the Government’s national programme to create sustainable communities for all. 

Key objectives and targets 

The major concerns identified by a poll of the people were housing supply, affordability of housing and transport. The 
following key objectives have been identified: 

Promote smart growth and sustainable patterns of development; 

Support the largest and fastest growing regional economy in Britain; 

Promote the location as the gateway to continental Europe; 

Protect the diverse nature and character of the South East and high quality of its countryside; and 

Tackle disparities. 

No specific targets. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

To ensure a strategic approach to key worker and social housing across the wider South East of England, the Housing 
Corporation and English Partnerships will manage the allocation for affordable housing from the three regional pots as a 
single fund. The South East will share in the £4.736bn being provided for housing investment in the three South-Eastern 
regions over the next three years. 

Local policies should be underpinned by robust housing needs assessments

Disparities in opportunity, economic success, environmental quality and health in different parts of the region should be 
tackled. There are pockets of deprivation and poverty throughout the region, but particularly in eastern and coastal parts. To 
tackle the wide disparity between rich and poor communities. 

To provide for the region's growing population. To turn around the trend in house completions. Completions are too low; 
they dropped to 22,900 per annum dwellings by 2000, 18% below the figure indicated by Regional Planning Guidance. More 
homes need to be provided. 

To improve the match between housing needs and provision. There is a substantial mismatch between housing needs and 
the type of housing being built. Home ownership should be more affordable.  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

There should be an SA Objective to provide a suitable standard of housing for all. 

The LDF should include policies to increase affordable housing, support improved public transport and protect the character 
and quality of the Borough’s countryside. 

 

South East Regional Housing Strategy (South East England Regional Housing Board, 2004 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Regional Housing Strategy sets out the framework for how housing will be provided and funded across the South East 
with the vision that ‘everyone has the right to a decent home’. 

Key objectives and targets 
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The strategy supports five key themes: 

• Housing supply; 
• Affordability (including the need for inexpensive housing for key workers) 
• Regeneration and neighbourhood renewal; 
• Homelessness and supported housing; and 
• Quality and sustainability. 
 

The strategy suggests a number of key housing indicators which can inform the baseline and monitoring scheme: 

• Progress against decent homes standards 
• Number of new homes completed 
• Number of affordable and key worker housing completions 
• Progress against ending use of bed and breakfast accommodation for families 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Local Authorities need to be active in making sure their communities get the houses they need. This includes making 
provision through plans for at least 10 years’ potential supply of housing. Local authorities have a strategic role in ensuring 
affordable housing supply meets need, that special needs groups are catered for and that the quality of the housing stock – 
private and public - is high. Local Authorities may use the SEEDA and Building Research Establishment checklist to inform 
the planning process and to guide and assess the relevant performance of different developers. 

The South East region needs at least 28,000 new homes each year from 2001 and probably more in future years. Recently, 
housing completions in the South East have fallen well short of these targets. 

It is important that the region’s scarce supply of Greenfield land is protected by making maximum use of available 
brownfield land. The National Land Use Database shows that there is some 3,300 ha of brownfield land with development 
potential in the South East. About a third of this land is suitable for housing. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF should make provision for at least ten years’ potential supply of housing 

The LDF should address housing density (and aim to achieve densities in excess of 30 p/ha) 

Advocate the use of the SEEDA / BRE sustainability checklist for new housing 

The SA should recognise and address social objectives identified in the Regional Housing Strategy 

 

Regional Economic Strategy for South East England 2002-2012 (South East England Development Agency , 2002 -  
Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

RES sets a 10-year framework for delivering the economic aspirations of the broader sustainable development vision 
defined by the 2001 Regional Sustainable Development Framework (now replaced by the 2004, Integrated Regional 
Framework). 

Key objectives and targets 
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5 objectives are given: 

• Competitive business 
• Successful people 
• Vibrant communities 
• Effective infrastructure 
• Sustainable use of natural resources. 

 
‘Framework of Indicators Objectives, Indicators and Targets’ p80-84 provide a number of useful data sources and identify 
existing trends. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The South East will contribute to the national brownfield land remediation target of 1,300 ha per annum by securing from 
2002 onwards a minimum annual total of 75ha of derelict land and buildings reclaimed annually for employment, housing, 
community and environmental purposes. The main areas for attention will be the priority regeneration areas of the Kent and 
Sussex coasts, Southern Hampshire, the Isle of Wight and the former East Kent Coalfield. 

Local policy needs to concentrate on funding to enable the delivery of affordable housing. 

GDP growth in Kent lags significantly behind the regional average. 

The issue of water supply is becoming a development constraint in some parts of the region. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Develop LDF objectives and DPD policies to reflect these objectives. 
 

RES objectives and targets should be considered integral to the baseline assessment and in the identification of issues and 
SA objectives. 
 
Evaluate objectives, sub-objectives and indicators against IRF objectives in formulating SA Framework. 

 

State of the Environment Report, South East (Environment Agency, 2004 - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Report is the outcome of an on-going Environment Agency initiative to report on the state of the environment identifying 
key areas where further work is needed to deliver environmental improvements. 

Key objectives and targets 

The Environment Agency’s vision for the environment and a sustainable future is: A healthy, rich and diverse environment in 
England and Wales, for present and future generations. The fundamental goals we want to help achieve: 

• A better quality of life. 
• An enhanced environment for wildlife 
• Cleaner air for everyone. 
• Improved and protected inland and coastal water. 
• Restored, protected land with healthier soils. 
• A ‘greener’ business world. 
• Wiser, sustainable use of natural resources. 
• Limiting and adapting to climate change. 
• Reducing flood risk. 

 

The SoE Report reviews a number of data sources for indicators and identifies priorities in relation to:  

• Improving Air Quality  
• Protecting and Enhancing Water Quality  
• Managing Waste  
• Managing Water Resources  
• Managing Flood Risk  
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• Limiting and Adapting to Climate Change  
• Protecting and Improving Land Quality  
• Maintaining and Enhancing Biodiversity  

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Around two-thirds of the land farmed and 40% of the region as a whole, is protected by some form of conservation 
designation. 

Waste is one of the major environmental challenges facing the South East. Industry, business and the public need to reduce 
the amount of waste produced and waste will need to be put to more productive use. 

Unless steps are taken to reduce demand and increase supply, parts of the South East face the prospects of water 
shortages in future. The region consumes more water per person than most of the country, but receives one of the lowest 
amounts of rainfall. 

The South East has 235,000 properties at risk from flooding. With significant development pressures in the South East, it is 
vital that flood risks are fully considered in building proposals. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Develop LDF objectives and DPD policies to reflect the goals, outcomes, changes and precautions in the Report. Consider 
how the DPDs can contribute towards the broad targets and enhance the environment 

Consider 4 indicators used in Report for baseline assessment 

Consider issues identified through report in formulating SA objectives and Framework 

 

Seeing the Wood for the Trees, the Forestry and Woodlands Framework for the South East (Forestry and 
Woodlands Framework Steering Group, 2004 - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The document sets out a framework for the future development of woodlands and forestry in the South East. 

Key objectives and targets 

Each of the four interrelated and interdependent themes of the framework is developed into a number of aims for the region. 
These are: 

• Better places for people to live. 
• Enhanced environment and biodiversity. 
• A stronger contribution. 
• A secure future for our woodland resources. 

The document includes 12 targets (outcomes) that are set out in the report under the headings of the main objectives. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Themes and associated outcomes included in the document could be incorporated into the LDF as follows: 

More people’s health and well-being improved through visiting woodlands. 

The economic value of woodland products to the region being increased. 

Woodlands playing a greater role in attracting tourism, inward investment and other economic activity. 

Integrated, strategic planning of woodland management. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

These indicators should inform the DPDs and SPDs, in particular the Recreation and Open Space SPD. 
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The Cultural Agenda (South East England Cultural Consortium, 2002 - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Agenda is the main document which sets out regional priorities for culture in the South East. 

Key objectives and targets 

Culture South East has defined 14 objectives which encompass the following aims: 

• Integrated strategies for the cultural sector in the Region. 
• Ensure culture is involved in urban renaissance. 
• Promote culture in sustainable development. 
• Develop cultural activities to combat social exclusion. 
• Ensure all communities have access to cultural provision. 
• Promote excellence in new building design. 
• Increase resources spent on cultural and creative industries. 

Key aims are to: 

• Promote the role of culture; 
• Promote joint working with other local authorities; 
• Ensure that Area Investment Frameworks address culture; 
• Secure investment in new economic uses for historic buildings; 
• Promote development of sustainable tourism, leisure and sport; 
• Ensure adequate cultural provision in new developments; 
• Ensure adequate provision of services and transport to rural areas. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Advocate the incorporation of effective policies into development plans and other planning documents that, having regard to 
the new Planning Policy Guidance 17, protect and provide for the open space and sporting and recreational needs and 
facilities of the Region. 

Promote the need throughout the cultural sector to reclaim and use brownfield land to support sustainable cohesive 
communities in line with Planning Policy Guidance 3. 

Promote adequate provision of cultural facilities in new developments, and ensure appropriate facilities design and planning 
guidance is available. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Consider objectives within the DPDs and SPDs where possible and appropriate. 

 

 

COUNTY DOCUMENTS 

Kent Structure Plan (Kent County Council, 1996 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Plan sets out the relationship between the environment, development and transport, ensuring that the management of 
land and resources is consistent with national and regional policy.  

Key objectives and targets 

  Planning Policy Review 



SA Scoping Report, Tunbridge Wells Borough LDF - Appendices 
 

 
 EN4942/R/1.5.5_appendices/KB

No specific indicators or targets set within the structure plan. However, a number of policies are listed relating to: 
• Protecting and enhancing the environment 
• The efficient use of natural resources including a reduction in consumption 
• Protecting the Green Belt and developing within designated areas, particularly on previously developed land 
• Developing existing business 
• Protection of high quality agricultural land 
• Improving and encouraging use of the public transport infrastructure 
• Increase the amount of affordable housing 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Any change to the physical environment, including that necessary to stimulate the economy, should contribute positively to 
the quality of Kent’s environment. 

Vacant or damaged land should be brought forward to meet identified development needs in preference to the use of 
Greenfield sites. 

Given increasing public aspirations for better standards of development and environmental protection, those involved in 
development planning and control will need to ensure that change, where it occurs, is of high quality. These considerations 
include concern for the standard of housing and employment provision and spring from an expectation of a vigorous local 
economy. 

It will be important in striking the appropriate balance for local authorities to seek to improve the environment and move 
towards the principles of sustainable development where applicable to land use planning. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Consider how to meet broad objectives within the DPDs and SPDs as appropriate. 

Kent Local Transport Plan (Kent County Council, 2001 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Plan sets out the longer term picture for transport in the County.  

Key objectives and targets 

8 objectives for transport policy ensure that transport systems will support these wider aspirations for the County; reflect the 
priorities which people put forward during public consultation; and comply with the policies of the Kent Structure Plan, 
European and Regional strategies and with Government guidance on Local Transport Plans: 

• LTP1 UK Gateway 
• LTP2 Environment & Heritage 
• LTP3 Accessibility & Choice 
• LTP4 Economy 
• LTP5 Safety 
• LTP6 Integration 
• LTP7 Demand Management 
• LTP8 Health 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The County is the United Kingdom’s Gateway to Europe; Kent provides the major cross Channel links – the Channel ports 
and the tunnel - and they act as the principal arteries for the nation’s trade and tourism. Consequently public policy must 
ensure that international traffic travels through Kent with maximum efficiency, with minimum environmental damage and 
disruption and that it also provides the opportunity for economic growth and regeneration. 

However, the Garden of England must not be turned into the nation’s bottleneck and its unique identity, heritage, 
countryside and towns need protection from the problems of excessive traffic and the pressures caused by a transport 
infrastructure inadequate to meet the demands upon it. Traffic in Kent has doubled since 1980 and significantly exceeds the 
national average. 

Kent’s principal concerns are for improved international links and links to London, both to stimulate employment and to 
support London as a world centre of business. 
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Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF should acknowledge the long-term sustainability issues associated with the LTP and look to address the indirect 
effects such as noise and air pollution through sensitive land-use planning. In addition, it should look to support public 
transport and increase overall accessibility and choice of travel modes. Furthermore, the LDF should promote sustainable 
transport patterns through land-use allocation (i.e. type and amounts) in relation to sensitive areas, in particular, sections of 
the A26, which has recently been declared as an Air Quality Management Area. The SA will include an objective relating to 
reducing congestion and the reliance on the private car.   

 

Kent Design – A Guide to Sustainable Development (Kent County Council, 2005 - Supplementary Planning 
Guidance document)  

Why it is relevant 

Kent Design aims to achieve environmental excellence for all new developments by providing advice on the process and 
design of development proposals. 

Key objectives and targets 

The aim of Kent Design is to encourage development that:

• creates memorable quality places 
• contributes to Kent’s distinctive character
• creates attractive, safe and friendly neighbourhoods
• respects Kent’s rich built heritage and landscape
• is innovative where appropriate
• draws on up-to-date best practice
• creates sustainable communities
• reduces the need to travel
• reduces energy use 
• makes best use of land
• concentrates development in urban areas
• promotes mixed use. 
 
There are no specific targets.

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

We must build new neighbourhoods with a heart, clustered around new and existing community facilities and commercial 
centres, close to public transport and with a distinctive Kentish identity.  

By taking the initiative in planning, a local authority can save time that might be wasted at a later stage in negotiations on ill-
conceived planning applications, and in appeals that might have been avoided 

Kent has a rich and varied heritage of architecture and landscape that differs from other counties. The design of new 
developments should evolve from this special local character. 

The layout of a new development should be ‘permeable’ to encourage walking and cycling with good connections between 
new and existing developments providing a choice of routes. Developments should be designed so that walkers, cyclists, 
children and the disabled have priority over vehicles except on main roads.  

Layout design has a crucial role to play in preventing crime and alleviating the fear of crime. Safe, secure and neighbourly 
environments are those that provide a human scale and intimacy and are sociable and comfortable. 

New developments on ‘brownfield’ or recycled land rather than on ‘greenfield’ sites.

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Ensure the SA includes objectives relating to land use, noise, disabled access and designing out crime. Also the SA should 
include objectives relating to sustainable resource management in new or converted developments (i.e. energy efficiency, 
waste water, recycling facilities, reduction of car use and use of sustainable materials in construction) 
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Community Strategy, Vision for Kent (Kent Partnership, 2002 -  Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Strategy is a multi-partner vision for Kent intended to bring about improvements to the economic, environmental and 
social wellbeing of the county of Kent over the next 20 years. 

Key objectives and targets 

 The key objectives are for a county: 

• of strong cohesive communities, where local people, agencies and groups work together in partnership and 
individuals from all backgrounds can join in community life, 

• displaying excellence in learning opportunities and in skills development, 
• which is a centre of excellence for high quality leisure and tourism, 
• where people enjoy healthy lives and have high standards of health and social care, 
• where people are helped to be more independent and become less dependent, 
• which is safe and where people live free from the fear of crime, 
• where business growth builds on existing strengths and grasps the new opportunities arising from Kent's position 

as the Gateway to Europe, 
• where the countryside and coast, heritage and environment are safeguarded and enhanced for everyone's 

enjoyment, now and in the future, and 
• where the difficulties of traffic and transport are tackled for the benefit of all. 

 
Each theme within the document contains a number of targets from existing plans and strategies. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Kent people are fairly healthy and many have an above average life expectancy. The things that make a difference to 
maintaining good health are co-ordinated economic, environmental, housing and social policies that positively set out to be 
of benefit to all. 

We need to encourage all types of physical activity (walking or cycling to work, access to the countryside and sports 
facilities) so that taking exercise becomes routine. 

Sevenoaks, Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge have a challenge to maintain successful business growth and offer new 
housing inside the current urban area. 

Overdevelopment is a threat in some parts of the County. 

Standards of educational achievement up to school leaving age range from excellent to poor. More young people need to 
achieve academic and vocational qualifications to support business development and attract successful businesses into 
Kent. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF objectives should be informed by the objectives of this strategy. 

 

Kent Downs AONB Management Plan 2004-2009 (Kent Downs AONB Partnership, 2004 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The management plan sets in place clear policies and actions for the conservation management and enhancement of the 
AONB for a five year period and sets a longer term vision. 
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Key objectives and targets 

• Conserving and enhancing landscape character and diversity 
• Conserving and enhancing biodiversity 
• Farming as custodian of the landscape 
• Managing woodland and trees 
• Conserving the ancient landscape 
• Sustaining natural resources 
• Supporting communities 
• Retain and restore prominent views 
• Protect, conserve and enhance the components of natural beauty and landscape character of the Kent Downs 

AONB 
• Increasing the managed area of ancient, semi-natural and coppiced woodland 
• Restoration of woodland 
• Recreation of heathland 
• Develop local services, facilities and employment 
• Improve public transport opportunities. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Local authorities, government agencies, statutory undertakers and public bodies, who all have new statutory duties to 
safeguard the AONB. Sec 85, Part IV of the CRoW Act requires all public bodies and relevant authorities to demonstrate 
that they have taken account of the purposes of the AONB in their decision making. 

The impact of infrastructure surrounding the AONB has been considerable. There are new pressures in the form of urban 
expansion along parts of the northern and southern boundaries of the AONB and the future funding and policy regime for 
farming, the majn AONB land use, is uncertain. 

The Kent Downs AONB, perhaps more than any other of Britain’s protected landscapes has faced severe pressure from the 
development of transportation infrastructure, communications and housing, as well as the pressures of intensive agriculture 
and forestry. 

The Kent Downs is the fifth largest AONB in England and Wales, and administratively is one of the most complex falling 
within twelve local authorities and lying partly or wholly within 137 parish council boundaries. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Consider how the DPDs can contribute to achieving these objectives.  Ensure that the policies take adequate consideration 
of the landscape and biodiversity of the Kent Downs. 

 

Kent Countryside 2000 Report (Kent County Council, 2000 – Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Report summarises the key social, economic and environmental issues in the rural parts of the County.  

Key objectives and targets 

The following issues have been identified: 

• Provision of services in rural areas; 
• Lack of affordable housing; 
• Lack of skills and low educational attainment in rural areas; 
• Road safety; 
• Management of visitors. 

No specific targets identified. 
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Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

In general, levels of unemployment are low among rural residents, although lack of skills and low educational attainment is 
an issue for some. 

While homelessness and poor housing conditions are generally worse in urban wards in Kent, a significant number of 
people living in rural wards experience such housing difficulties. 

Dependence on the car in rural Kent is generally high. Bus and rail services do exist in rural areas but they are often limited, 
particularly at weekends. Rural road safety is a growing concern. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Consider how the DPDs and SPDs will contribute to achieving these objectives and meeting the targets. 

Ensure SA objectives facilitate the increased use of walking as a highly sustainable means of transport. 

 

The Strategic Framework for Sport in Kent 2003-2008 (Kent County Council, 2003 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Framework, produced by Kent County Council’s Sports Development Unit, seeks to provide direction for sport within 
the county for forthcoming years. 

Key objectives and targets 

The framework contains a number of non-specific Required Outcomes which may prove useful subject to monitoring and 
audit. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

There are 15,000 sports clubs in Kent.  

Sport is increasingly being seen as a tool to address deprivation, health, community safety and community cohesion.  

Many of the local authority services in sport are first class, although individual staff are stretched.  

There is increasing anecdotal evidence that the number of volunteers in sport is dwindling and there is a trend towards 
litigation, which will require appropriate insurance, waivers and health and safety responses to be put in place.  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Consider the vision statement in formulating LDF objectives and DPDs and SPDs (particularly within the Recreation and 
Open Space SPD) 

 

Kent Minerals and Waste Development Scheme (Kent County Council, 2005 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

It is a Statutory Development Scheme prepared by Kent County Council. 

Key objectives and targets 

No specific objectives are given. 
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Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

No specific opportunities are outlined. Constraints relate to resourcing. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF to be in conformity with MWDS. The SA Framework to reflect objectives of evolving and existing DPDs. 

 

The Deposit Kent and Medway Structure Plan - Local Economic Development Strategy (Kent County Council, 2003 -  
Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The draft Structure Plan endorses the objectives from the Kent Partnership's "Vision for Kent" (2002) which sets out a vision 
of Kent.  

Key objectives and targets 

Under the monitoring proposals, the plan contains an extensive number of headline targets and performance indicators 
which support the core principles. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

New development should provide for a better balance of homes, jobs and services in places where they can be easily 
reached. It should support the role of town and district centres as focal points for local communities and make more 
effective use of urban land. 

Developers, local authorities and public service providers should seek to improve the way that suburban areas function and 
to enhance their environment and traffic management. 

Local Development Documents should also establish a pattern of mixed use which protects and improves residential 
amenity and public safety. 

Rural service centres have an important role to play because they provide community facilities as well as jobs and hence 
reduce the need to travel to urban areas. 

Existing non-conforming industrial or service uses can make it more difficult to use land effectively or to plan for mixed use 
development in inner urban areas. 

The Metropolitan Green Belt in Kent has a major role to play in restraining expansion between and around Tunbridge Wells, 
Southborough and Tonbridge. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Consider how the LDF can contribute to achieving the broad objectives and also how to meet the specific targets. 

 

Education Development Plan 2002/7 (Kent County Council, 2002 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Plan outlines key issues for education in the County. It set out targets to raise educational attainment across Kent. 
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Key objectives and targets 

The Government targets are represented through:  

• Raising Attainment in the Early Years and in Primary Education  
• Raising Attainment in Key Stage 3 · Raising Attainment in Key Stage 4  
• Narrowing the Attainment Gap - Tackling Underachievement (Of Particular Groups)  
• Support for Schools Causing Concern  

Locally concerns are: 

• Recruitment, Retention and Development of Teachers for Kent Schools  
• Leadership of Learning in Kent Schools  
• Building Partnerships and Improving Effectiveness across the Education System in Kent. 

Targets generally relate to key stage performance. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Room for improvement exists in: 

- Recruitment, Retention and Development of Teachers for Kent Schools.  

- Improving Leadership and Management in Kent Schools.  

- Building Partnerships and Improving Effectiveness.  

The needs of children and their parents are best met through local partnerships and activities, which promote self-managing 
schools. Schools are therefore grouped into 22 Clusters with devolved autonomy to identify and respond to local needs.  

The Development Plan identifies strategies and targets and deploys people resources and budgets to support schools in 
their central task of improving standards of pupil attainment and achievement.  

There is scope for an improvement in standards of attainment at each stage in schooling.  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The SA Framework should include objectives related to improvement in educational skills. 

 

Kent Environmental Strategy (Kent Partnership, 2003 - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Strategy identifies 98 areas for action and objectives to ensure a sustainable environment in the County. 
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Key objectives and targets 

The environmental strategy identifies the following issues: 
• Climate change; a changing rural economy. 
• Global markets. 
• Transport and traffic. 
• Development pressures. 
• Environmental pollution. 

There are a number of targets for local authorities, including:  

• Encouraging reduction in car use; 
• Reducing noise pollution; 
• Increasing sustainable transport; 
• Including biodiversity objectives are included in development plans; 
• Developing partnerships between countryside access and recreation Providers; 
• Supporting the development of Green Tourism in rural areas; 
• Encouraging developments to achieve an energy rating equivalent to 10 on the NHER scale. 
• Supporting Heritage Economic Regeneration Schemes; 
• Establish further heritage tourism opportunities; 
• Ensuring new retail, leisure and cultural developments are located in town and rural centres; 
• Improving traffic management in Kent’s town and rural centres; 
• Increasing our use of buses by implementing the Kent Bus Strategy. 
• Providing appropriate recycling facilities in all new developments. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Issues of traffic growth, air quality, carbon emissions, water consumption, and waste generation are proving the most 
difficult to tackle. 

The opportunities offered by education, within and beyond schools, to promote environmental awareness as a fundamental 
building block of a more sustainable future should be taken advantage of. 

Balancing the long-term protection and enhancement of the environment alongside other aspirations is a major challenge. 

A more equitable approach to economic, social and environmental decision making needs to be adopted. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

These targets should inform the policies and should be considered within the DPDs and SPDs 

 

Kent Biodiversity Action Plan (Kent Biodiversity Action Plan Steering Group, 1997 – Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The document identifies methods by which to conserve, enhance and restore biodiversity in Kent and contributes to the 
targets set out in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 
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Key objectives and targets 

To maintain and enhance: 
• The populations and natural ranges of native species;  
• The quality and range of wildlife habitats and ecosystems; 
• Internationally and nationally important and threatened species, habitats and ecosystems; 
• Species, habitats and natural and managed ecosystems that are characteristic of Kent; 
• The biodiversity of natural and semi-natural habitats, where this has diminished over 3 recent decades; 
• To increase public awareness of, and involvement in, conserving biodiversity. 
• Continue to comply with PPGs, RPGs and legislation relating to nature conservation in preparing development 

plans and determining planning applications. Address deficiencies where these exist; 
• Incorporate site protection policies for SNCIs in all development plans; 
• Protect remaining semi-natural habitats, whether designated or not, through policies, strategies and development 

plans; 
• Develop Nature Conservation Strategies or local Biodiversity Action Plans. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The good condition of species-rich hedgerows should be ensured for the future of the wildlife in Kent. 

The demand for new homes in the South East of England is growing. Careful design and landscaping of new development 
will be required so that biodiversity is recognised and opportunities for wildlife are maximised. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Protect and enhance Kent’s Biodiversity through Core Strategy policies 

 
 
 
 

SUB-COUNTY DOCUMENTS 

West Kent Area Investment Framework (West Kent Economic Steering Group, 2003 -  Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The framework is a comprehensive study of the local economy which seeks to highlight economic issues and outlines 
actions to ensure future competitiveness and growth is maintained. 

Key objectives and targets 

• Maximise opportunities for individuals to enhance their skills 
• Strengthen the competitive performance of local businesses 
• Enhance tourism’s contribution to the local economy  
• Create a strong local infrastructure that is responsive to business needs 
• Reduce disparity between deprived and affluent areas 
• Equal the South East rate of numbers of people with no or low  skills (NVQ Level 1) in 2007; 
• Maintain the recent level of increase in the number of jobs, i.e. 8,160 more jobs by 2007; 
• Equal the South East rate of % of people employed in knowledge based activities and high value-added 

manufacturing in 2007; 
• Maintain current levels of increase in the number of new businesses: c.300 new businesses (net) by 2007. 
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Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Business start-up activity is relatively high in West Kent, particularly in Sevenoaks and Tunbridge Wells. 

West Kent’s economy is the strongest of the County’s sub-regions, but it does not compare as well with the more dynamic 
sub-regions in the south east. There are many strengths to the West Kent economy, including high levels of inward 
investment, full employment, a highly skilled resident workforce, high performing educational establishments, growing 
businesses and a buoyant tourism sector. 

However, compared with other parts of the south east there are significant underlying economic weaknesses in the area, 
including recruitment and retention of staff, with skills shortages in key sectors. In part these are caused by high levels of 
out-commuting to London draining the local economy of knowledge and skills.  

Although the area appears successful and many residents have a high standard of living, there are significant problems and 
several pockets of severe deprivation.  

Future competitiveness and growth is threatened by these problems and, if action is not taken, the economy may stagnate 
and decline. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Ensure that these objectives inform the DPDs and that provision is made to meet targets 

 

High Weald AONB Management Plan 2004 – A 20 year strategy (High Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee, 2004 
- Statutory Document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Plan sets out local authority policy for the AONB and will be used to assess how public bodies, statutory undertakers 
and holders of public office fulfil their duty to have regard for the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of 
the High Weald. 

Key objectives and targets 

To provide environmental, social, and economic developments in the High Weald that supports the primary purpose of 
designation: the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty.  

• To maintain the capacity of natural systems; minimizing resource consumption; and protecting and improving 
environmental quality.  

• Restore natural function of river catchments 

• Maintain and protect sandstone outcrops of the AONB 

• Pilot rural community renewable energy schemes in operation 

• Protect the historic pattern of settlement 

• Enhance the architectural quality of the High Weald 

• Retain historic street furniture 

• Enhance the ecological function of routeways 

• Maintain the undeveloped nature of rural lanes 

• Increase protection for archaeological monuments 

• Secure agriculturally productive use for the fields of the High Weald AONB 

• 100% retention of unimproved grassland 

• 100% retention of key heathland sites 

• Increase opportunities for education and celebration of the character of the AONB. 

• Improve maintenance of Rights of Way network - 100% of network in these zones meeting basic RoW standards. 
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Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The environment of the High Weald is what makes the area outstanding. It comprises physiographic and geological 
features, water systems, climate, flora, fauna, landcover, buildings, transport infrastructure, boundaries, and archaeological 
monuments.  

The AONB management plan will inform future development plan policy, and will assist in the implementation of existing 
policies. 

There is a need to develop an appropriate mechanism to allow different communities of interest to identify what additional 
features they value in their local countryside and to participate effectively in setting priorities for their management. 

The population surrounding the AONB is high: 873,000 people live in wards wholly or partly within 5km of the AONB. This 
context highlights the pressures (including those of development) on the AONB as well as its benefits to the surrounding 
urban areas (such as providing open-air recreation, potable water supply, local produce, and an environment that is 
attractive to businesses and their workers). 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The DPDs should consider how to meet these targets.  The LDF should be informed by these objectives. 

 

 

 

LOCAL DOCUMENTS 

Tunbridge Wells Local Plan (Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 1996 – Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Plan sets out policies for the control of development in the Borough, makes proposals for development and the use of 
land to allocate land for specific purposes and highlights local planning issues. 

Key objectives and targets 

Due to the stage of the Local Plan Review, it is considered that the principles and targets included in the Adopted Tunbridge 
Wells Borough Local Plan 1996 have been superseded. See Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy, 
below. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

See Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy, below. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF objectives and DPD policies will need to address the main principles of the Plan. 

 

Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review, Second Deposit Copy (Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 2002 - Statutory 
document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Plan sets out policies for the control of development in the Borough and makes proposals for development and the use 
of land to allocate land for specific purposes. It is the Review of the 1996 Local Plan. 
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Key objectives and targets 

The overall aim of the Local Plan Review is to promote sustainable development through three strategic objectives: 

• To protect the unique, high-quality environmental character of the area and to promote enhancement by 
encouraging excellence in the quality of all development; 

• To conserve finite, non-renewable resources such as land, energy, water, soil and air quality; and 
• To retain and provide an appropriate level and distribution of development to meet identified housing, economic 

and community needs. 

Targets for each main objective are defined: 

• There will be no loss of Scheduled Ancient Monuments or Sites of Special Scientific Interest designated of national 
importance 

• No development within the Metropolitan Green Belt will be permitted other than that which is in accordance with 
PPG2 and the Local Plan 

• 90% of new dwellings will be developed on previously-developed land 
• 75% of housing development built on sites allocated in the Plan will be within the Royal Tunbridge Wells Central 

Access Zone or within 400 metres of the defined Primary Shopping Areas of Southborough, Paddock Wood, 
Cranbrook and Hawkhurst 

• 25% of housing development built on sites allocated in the Plan will be within 400 metres of a defined 
Neighbourhood Centre in Royal Tunbridge Wells/Southborough 

• 35% of new economic development floorspace will be constructed on previously-developed land or through  
converted buildings 

• Densities of 30-50 dwellings per hectare or greater will be achieved on all housing allocations 
• Travel plans will be secured for appropriate development schemes  
• No development which would adversely effect the quality of groundwater or surface water 
• No development in flood risk areas at high risk from flooding 
• 2,900 additional dwellings will be built; 
• 2001 – 2003 funding and sites identified for 209 affordable dwellings. During the remainder of the Plan period, a 

further 177 dwellings are expected to be met; 
• Up to 70,000 square metres of new business floorspace (B1, B2 and B8 Uses) and 20,000 square metres retail 

floorspace (A1 Use Class) will be permitted. 
 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The high quality environment (of the Borough) is a constant consideration. 

The urban area of Royal Tunbridge Wells and Southborough will be the focus for major development. 

Edge-of-town development is restricted by the Green Belt, the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and other 
landscape character areas. 

Outward expansion of villages will not occur except on sites required to meet the needs of the local community (for 
example, primary schools). 

Most significant deficiencies in recreation and open space occur in Royal Tunbridge Wells and Southborough. Opportunities 
for providing additional sports pitches are limited through topography and the lack of suitable sites in Borough or Town 
Council ownership. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Develop LDF objectives and DPD policies to reflect the main strategic objectives. 

Consider key targets within the DPDs and address housing issues within the Affordable/Key Worker Housing SPD. 

SA objectives should recognise quality of life objectives in the plan. 
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Tunbridge Wells Local Development Scheme (Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 2005 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Scheme sets out the Council's intended approach to producing a new Local Development Framework for the Borough 
to replace the Local Plan, identifies which documents are going to be produced and sets out a programme for their 
preparation. 

Key objectives and targets 

The LDS has two key objectives: 

It is the starting point for the community and stakeholders to find out about what local planning policies relate to Tunbridge 
Wells Borough and what status the policies will have; and 
 
Sets out the programme for the preparation of the Local Development Framework over a three-year rolling period. 
 
Key delivery targets in plan making. 
 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

It is important that the local community is actively involved in preparing the Local Development Framework for the Borough. 

Unforeseen circumstances may trigger a need to amend the LDS in advance of the next scheduled Annual Monitoring 
Report. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

LDF timetable to be monitored annually to ensure delivery. 

SA Framework will need to conform to LDS. 

 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Transport Strategy (Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 2003 – Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The aim of the Strategy is to address the transport needs of the Borough. It forms an important and integral part of Kent 
County Council’s Local Transport Plan. 

Key objectives and targets 

The following key objectives arise from the Strategy: 

• Support appropriate strategic highway proposals that would reduce traffic congestion, improve road safety and support 
the local economy, 

 
• Support appropriate strategic rail proposals, 
 
• Facilitate the provision and enhancement of long-distance walking and cycling, 
 
• Encourage traffic, particularly HGVs, to use appropriate roads and to discourage inappropriate traffic speeds and 

volumes in sensitive areas. 

The 12 Transport Strategy Targets relate directly to those in the LTP. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Considerable congestion is experienced on the A21 between Tonbridge and Royal Tunbridge Wells at peak periods. 

The Borough has a substantial network of Public Rights of Way, including strategic long distance cycle routes, footpaths 
and bridleways. 
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The ongoing vitality of the local economy indicates that, without intervention, the rate of growth in traffic volumes is likely to 
continue in the future. A detrimental impact will be experienced if substantial road building is undertaken in the borough. 

To sustain economic growth and vitality within the Royal Tunbridge Wells town centre, attractive alternatives need to be 
provided to manage the demand for trips to the town centre by private car. 

In the long term it will not be sufficient for excess demand to be satisfied by new buses, walking and cycling. A measure of 
restraint will be needed to avoid the town centre becoming congested by car traffic. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Develop LDF objectives and DPD policies to reflect the main strategic objectives. 

Consider strategy targets within the DPDs and address provision, traffic reduction and safety targets in site-specific SPDs 
where appropriate. 

Fundamental implications for encouraging public transport use, thereby contributing to air quality, human health, climate 
change and social inclusion objectives of the SA. 

 

Local Cultural Strategy for the Borough of Tunbridge Wells 2003 – 2008, Making a Difference (Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council, 2003 – Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Strategy promotes the cultural well-being of the Borough. The purpose of the document is to ensure that a strategic 
approach is adopted to culture.  

Key objectives and targets 

The Strategy aims to improve the cultural life of the Borough by: 

• Encouraging active communities 
• Improving access and maximising opportunities for all 
• Managing and conserving built and natural assets 
• Safeguarding the local community 
• Supporting the economy, maintaining lively towns and villages 
• Encouraging healthy lifestyles 
• Focusing on young people. 

A number of implementation targets (largely relating to the implementation of other plans and programmes). 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The Borough of Tunbridge Wells has a rich legacy of natural and built heritage assets. It is set in a nationally recognised 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

A number of cultural activities are popular in Tunbridge Wells including visiting local restaurants and bars, libraries, parks 
and open spaces. However, less than 50% of the community participate in a range of other opportunities including sport 
activities and visiting museums, art galleries and historic properties and gardens. From consultation it is clear that often 
people felt poorly informed about what was available.  

Provision and take-up of cultural activities is uneven within the Borough. Groups least likely to have participated in one or 
more cultural activities in the previous twelve months include those without access to a car, those aged over 65, people with 
disabilities, unemployed people and those on low incomes. 

For many, lack of disposable income is a major factor that contributes to social exclusion and has a real impact on 
participation. The Concession Card, available to low income groups, is not well known. 

Those without transport of their own find public transport both inadequate and costly and those with cars in rural areas have 
to travel longer distances to most cultural facilities. 

It is particularly important for communities living in urban areas to have access to local outdoor recreation facilities such as 
parks, recreation grounds and play areas within walking distance of their homes. 
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Implications for the LDF and SA 

Consider objectives within the DPDs and SPDs where possible and appropriate 

 

Summary Crime Audit and Community Safety Strategy 2005 – 2008 (Tunbridge Wells Borough Council  - Statutory 
document) 

Why it is relevant 

The strategy aims to improve the quality of life for people within Tunbridge Wells with regard to crime and safety. 

Key objectives and targets 

The key aims are: 

• to reduce crime and disorder 
• to reduce the fear of crime 
• to further strengthen partnership working and communication 
• to build safer localities for those who live, work or spend leisure time in the borough. 

Main targets include: 

• 10% reduction in British Crime Survey comparator crimes. 
• 10% reduction in fear of crime. 
• 10% reduction in numbers of young people who are victims of crime 
• 33% reduction in repeat victimisation (domestic abuse) within twelve months 
• 10% reduction in alcohol fuelled disorder 
• 10% reduction in anti-social behaviour incident reports 
• 10% reduction in reported shoplifting. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

There are a number of local schemes, including the Safe Towns Partnership which are working to reduce crime in the 
Borough. 

In approaching anti-social behaviour, there are two clear areas to consider, namely dealing with and tackling individuals, 
and the ‘street scene’ or environmental crime, such as graffiti, damage, fly tipping and abandoned vehicles. 

Royal Tunbridge Wells town centre has the highest levels of recorded crime within the Borough, largely as a consequence 
of an extensive retail economy and a growing night-time economy. 
There remain certain types of behaviour and crimes, such as anti-social behaviour and damage, which continue to 
undermine attempts to reduce the fear of crime and improve the quality of life for people who live, work or enjoy leisure time 
within the Borough.

Implications for the LDF and SA 

 
Consider how the DPDs and SPDs can contribute to meeting these objectives.  These should be considered in all area or 
site specific SPDs 

Consider crime reduction objective(s) within the SA framework 

 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Community Plan 2003-2011 (Tunbridge Wells Borough Community Plan Partnership, 
2003 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Plan seeks to provide a positive force for change to improve the quality of life for all who live, work and enjoy leisure 
time in the Borough. 
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Key objectives and targets 

Objectives for 2011 include: 

• An environment which is conserved and enhanced, both for ourselves and for the benefit of future generations 
• A prosperous local economy 
• A wide range of high quality and enjoyable leisure opportunities 
• A reduction in crime and the fear of crime 
• Safe, convenient and sustainable travel options to work, school, health and leisure facilities 
• Housing which meets the needs of local people of all ages. 
• Access to healthy lifestyle choices and the right healthcare facilities to meet the community’s needs 
• An opportunity for everyone to lead a fulfilling life. 

Safeguarding our environment: 

• 100% of main rivers rated as good or fair quality by 2011 
• 40% of household waste recycled and composted by 2005/06 (20% recycled and 20% composted)  
• 90% of new homes built on previously-developed land between 2001 and 2011 
• No reduction in the Green Belt by 2011 
• No development within the Green Belt or outside settlements situated beyond the Green Belt permitted other than that 

allowed by the Local Plan  
• No loss of Scheduled Ancient Monuments or Sites of Special Scientific Interest designated of national importance by 

2011 
• No development, the design of which is incongruous within its context, permitted during the period to 2011 
• 300 new trees, 1500m of hedgerow and 20 ponds restored in the countryside by 2006 
• Reduce domestic energy consumption by 18% by 2011 
• At least one new Conservation Area Appraisal and Enhancement Scheme each year to 2011 
• Work with 40 landowners by 2006 to enable schemes which will enhance the landscape. 

Maintaining a thriving local economy:  

• Maintain unemployment below national and county rates consistently until 2011 
• 74% of 16 year old pupils in local authority schools achieving 5 or more GCSEs at Grades A* - C or equivalent by 2004.  

Enabling people to take part in and enjoy leisure activities:  

• Achieve 600 GP referrals to the Tunbridge Wells Sports and Indoor Tennis Centre and Weald Sports Centre by 2008 
• Achieve targets of 240 places in social, recreational and educational activities in priority areas listed in Table 1 (page 46) 

by 2005 
• Achieve 500 hours per year of activities for up to 2,000 young people from 2003 - 2006  

Increasing community safety and reducing the fear of crime:  

• Reduce all crime by 10% between 2002 and 2005 
• Reduce vehicle crime by 2.5% between 2002 and 2005 
• Reduce burglary dwelling by 5% between 2002 and 2005 
• Increase membership of Neighbourhood Watch by 10% between 2002 and 2005 
• Ensure less than 33% of all recorded domestic violence incidents involve repeat victims between 2002 and 2003 
• Reduce public disorder between 2002 and 2005  

Transport - getting around the Borough: 

• To reduce traffic growth between 1999 and 2005/6 in Royal Tunbridge Wells and Southborough by 1.8% close to the 
town centre and 1.2% at the edge of town 

• To reduce the number of deaths and serious injuries to pedestrians by 40% by 2010 from the 1994/96 average 
• To reduce the number of deaths and serious injuries to cyclists by 40% by 2010 from the 1994/96 average 
• To reduce the number of children killed or seriously injured on the road by 50% by 2010 compared with the annual 

average in the period 1994 - 1998 
• 25% of major employers to have, or be developing, Travel Plans by 2006/07 
• Number of children travelling to primary school and secondary school in their parents' or own car reduced by 20% from 

the base year 2003 by 2010 
• 98% of street lights functioning correctly at all times  
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Meeting the need for housing:  

• 2,900 additional homes completed by 2011 
• 815 new affordable homes achieved by 2011 
• Over 50% of new homes to be of small or intermediate size (80 square metres or less) up to 2011  
• Provision of 35 key worker homes by 2004 
• Complete research into the need for supported accommodation, nursing homes and key worker housing by 2006 

Promoting health and improving well-being: 

• Reduce the death rate from coronary heart disease and reduce stroke and related diseases in people under 75 by at least 
40% by 2010 

• Reduce accident death rates by at least 20% and the rate of serious injury from accidents by at least 10% by 2010  
• 20 additional intermediate care beds and 1,000 non-residential intermediate card places, together with increased therapy 

services in the community, within South West Kent Primary Care Trust area compared with 1999/2000 baseline by 2004  
• 70% of all state schools and 70 new catering establishments in the Borough to participate in the Kent Heartbeat  Award 

by 2008 
• Achieve the opening of the new District General Hospital by 2007/08 
• 2,475 people to cease smoking by 2006 across the South West Kent and Maidstone Weald Primary Care Trust areas 
• Reduce the rate of conception amongst 15-17 year olds by 50% by 2010 
• Run one Safety in Action event per year in primary schools within the Borough  
Encouraging social inclusion by supporting independence: 
• Provide family support services 
• Provide pre-school education together with out of school activities which encourage focus on 8-12 year olds 
• Develop and monitor activities in line with Children’s Fund aims and objectives (Sherwood) 
• Increase opportunity for youth participation 
• Support community/volunteering activity for all age groups and develop a Compact with the voluntary sector 
• Identify and support community leaders in areas of deprivation 
• Determine opportunity for development of social enterprises 
• Provide suitable learning opportunities such as basic skills 
• Support and facilitate the provision of appropriate community buildings 
• Improve provision for disabled people including access to public buildings, road crossings and usage of sports facilities 

Work with 30 schools and other community groups by 2006 to raise awareness of the countryside. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

With increasing demand for homes, work space and other community needs, land use needs to be very carefully managed 
and sustainability considered as an integral part of any plan for development. 

By targeting ‘brownfield’ (previously developed) sites in preference to undeveloped greenfield sites and encouraging good 
design practice, we can minimise resource use. 

At present, 20% of household waste in Tunbridge Wells Borough is recycled and composted. However, we cannot remain 
complacent and we must aim to achieve the national target of 30% by 2005/06. 85% of Borough residents believe the 
provision of recycling facilities in public places and the provision of green boxes for paper/cardboard collection are 
important. 

In Tunbridge Wells Borough, tourism contributes significantly to the local economy. An extension of the tourist season 
should be pursued to increase income to the area. 

The Borough’s rural and urban environments face a number of threats, from predicted changes in the global climate to the 
local impact of factors such as traffic congestion, new development and the disposal of waste. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

 
The LDF objectives should be significantly informed by the objectives of this strategy which reflect local concerns and 
issues 

 
These targets should be addressed in the DPDs and SPDs where relevant.  For example, housing targets should be met 
through the Affordable/Key Worker Housing SPD and leisure targets should be addressed within the area specific SPDs 
and the Recreation Open Space SPD 

Targets and data sources should be considered as suitable indicators for SA objectives. 
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Housing Strategy Statement, 2001 – 2006  (Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 2002 - Statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Strategy sets out the vision for housing in the Borough until 2006. 

Key objectives and targets 

The main aims for housing until the end of this strategy are: 

• To Consider the Needs of all Customers 
• To Help People Access Homes 
• To Improve the Standard of Homes 
• To Help People Live in the Community 

Further objectives are set out in the report in relation to these aims. 

The report identified a number of targets for each objective including extent of Brown Field development. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Partnership-working to meet the needs of vulnerable people across West Kent has been a particular success in Tunbridge 
Wells through a long-standing partnership with Sevenoaks and Tonbridge & Malling. 
Tunbridge Wells has a significant number of people aged over 60 compared to other areas. The 60-69 age band in West 
Kent is expected to increase, so this is a key issue for all agencies. 
The Borough is, on the whole, prosperous although this brings its own problems of high land and property values. The 
housing market in the Borough is very dynamic and as house prices rise, more and more people who would normally be 
able to purchase their own property are now in need of alternatives to purchase or assistance to get them on to the property 
ladder. 
The challenge for the Council is to meet the demands and aspirations of people within the Borough for all types and sizes of 
dwellings, from five-bedroom executive homes to one-room flats. 80% of the growth in the total number of households 
nationally over the next 15 years is expected to be due to an increase in one-person households. This pattern is also 
expected to apply in Kent and Tunbridge Wells Borough. 

The most important issue for the Council’s Housing Service is the lack of affordable housing within the Borough. 

Important national, regional and local planning objectives relating to the re-use of previously developed land and buildings, 
urban regeneration and sustainable locations for housing development are key issues for the Local Plan, along with the 
need for affordable housing. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Consider Strategy objectives in formulating LDF objectives 

Consider these objectives in the Affordable-Key Worker Housing SPD 

Consider brown field redevelopment targets in SA. 
 

Consultation on the Draft Tunbridge Wells Private Sector Renewal Strategy 2004-2009 (Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council  - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The purpose of the Strategy is to contribute to health improvement and help to improve the energy efficiency and overall 
condition of the housing stock of the Borough. 
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Key objectives and targets 

The Councils’ vision ‘to promote the health and wellbeing of our residents by improving their living conditions and ensuring 
that all have access to a suitable and decent home’ is to be monitored against four key objectives:  

• To maintain and increase the proportion of private housing in decent condition, particularly that occupied by vulnerable 
people 

• To enable vulnerable people (including older people) to live safely and independently in their own homes 
• To reduce fuel poverty by increasing access to affordable warmth, make homes more energy efficient and reduce 

domestic energy consumption 
• To monitor the condition and make best use of the existing housing stock. 

Targets are identified in relation to each objective including:  

• Increase the percentage of the unfit properties made fit as a result of Council action (BVPI target - 2% in 2004/5 – 
increase to 4% 2005/6); 

• Further reduce domestic energy consumption by 16% by 2011; 
• Increase the number of unfit and vacant private sector dwellings returned to occupation or demolished annually. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The Council has a central role in private sector renewal through its duty to monitor local housing in relation to both 
conditions and need. In association with this it can help to ensure that the best use is made of limited housing resources 
and assist the most vulnerable sections of society to have access to suitable and decent homes.  

Traditionally the worst housing conditions are found in the private rented sector. 

There is a high demand for low cost private rented accommodation and housing association homes. 

Constraints imposed by the Metropolitan Green Belt and the designation of High Weald as an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty mean that there is limited scope for development on Greenfield sites. It is therefore essential to maximise the 
potential of the existing housing stock to meet housing need while safeguarding the local environment. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Develop LDF objectives and DPD policies to reflect the main strategic objectives. 

Targets and data sources should be considered as suitable indicators for SA objectives 

 

Environmental Strategy (Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, 2005 – Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

This Strategy provides a framework to tackle local environmental issues. It builds on issues outlined in the Community Plan. 
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Key objectives and targets 

A number of objectives relate to the following key issues: 

• Countryside; 
• Built Historic Environment; 
• Your Doorstep; 
• Transport, Traffic and Access; 
• Waste and Recycling; 
• Water Quality and Flood Risk; 
• Nuisance, Contaminated Land and Light Pollution; 
• Air Quality; 
• Resource Use and Climate Change; 
• Nature Conservation; 
• Corporate Action. 

Improve currently congested transport links with alternatives to the car. 

Address development pressure, notably for more buildings and transport infrastructure. 

Reduce the need for landfill. 

Address the pollution of water, noise, land and air. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

The Council has powers to manage many changes that would be detrimental to the built and natural environment through 
legislation and the Local Plan process. 

The Borough’s two museums work to preserve local artefacts and documentary heritage through their conservation 
programmes and also by increasing awareness and understanding through their education programmes. 

The Council works with developers to ensure the provision of sufficient play areas in new housing developments, providing 
appropriate street lighting and also designing out crime through 'Safe by Design'. 

Road traffic is the main generator of air pollution within the Borough. There are a few areas of higher concentration of 
pollutants, along the busiest roads and around junctions. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

Ensure that broad objectives are met within the DPDs 

 

Health Plan for the Borough of Tunbridge Wells (Tunbridge Wells Borough Council - Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Plan addresses the health of the residents of the Borough and outlines objectives through which standards may be 
improved. 
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Key objectives and targets 

• To increase physical activity 
• To improve diet and nutrition 
• To address smoking 
• To improve housing 
• To improve food safety 
• To improve air, soil and noise pollution 
• To improve road traffic 
• To control waste 
• To increase physical activity 
• To improve diet and nutrition 
• To address smoking 
• To improve housing 
• To improve food safety 
• To improve air, soil and noise pollution 
• To improve road traffic 
• To control waste 
• To improve workplace health and safety 
• To address health issues relating to children and young adults 
• To facilitate community development 
• To address health issues relating to older adults 
• To reduce falls 
• To address domestic violence 
• To address social exclusion 
• To improve living environments 
• To improve working environments 
• Improve access and to increase usage of Council owned sports facilities 
• Participate in National Bike Week and other initiatives to raise awareness of cycling 
• Enforce the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council tobacco smoking policy in civic buildings 
• Improve the physical and living conditions of houses in the borough 
• Improve food safety and hygiene standards in food premises in the borough 
• Continue to review and assess the air quality within the borough 
• Develop a local Noise Policy for the borough 
• Promote and investigate new and alternative modes of travel 
• Introduce traffic calming measures in the borough 
• Improve refuse collection and recycling 
• Implement a programme of play and recreational enhancement schemes 
• Support young homeless people in the borough 
• Ensure the housing needs of local people of all ages are met 
• Work with families and individuals at risk of social exclusion to address their needs 
• Reduce crime and disorder within the community 
• Increase community safety 
• Improve bus services to rural locations within the borough 
• Reduce crime in rural areas by 10% over the next three years. 

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Whilst the LDF will not be able to contribute to delivering all of the objectives above such as reducing falls and the 
improvement of food safety and hygiene standards, it will be able to provide policies related to key issues such as noise and 
air quality and access to sports facilities and open space.  

Implications for the LDF and SA 

 
Ensure that these objectives are addressed by the DPDs and SPDs 
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Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft and Draft Action Plan 2005-2008 (Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council, 2005 – Non-statutory document) 

Why it is relevant 

The Strategy outlines specific local economic priorities and actions pertinent to the Borough. It is intended to complement 
the more strategic economic actions at the West Kent level.  

Key objectives and targets 

The vision is for the Borough of Tunbridge Wells to have an increasingly diverse and thriving economy, with profitable 
businesses across all sectors providing a wide range of products, services and local employment opportunities whilst 
nurturing high quality rural and urban environments.  
 
The three key objectives are to: 

• Encourage the continued development of a wide range of enterprise in the Borough; 
• Enhance the attractiveness of towns and other centres in the Borough as places to work, visit, shop, and establish 

new, and enhance existing, enterprises.  
• Support the sustainable development of the more rural areas and communities.  

Opportunities, synergies, constraints and challenges 

Promote identified sites through planning briefs to optimise the use of available land and premises.  

Attract new business ventures to the Borough (including technology based and professional service businesses) building on 
the strengths of the business services sector and locally available skills. 

Undertake a review of options for improving accessibility of Tunbridge Wells for workers, businesses, visitors and shoppers. 

Encourage the development and enhancement of market towns (Cranbrook and Paddock Wood). 

Encourage the development and retention of diverse enterprise within the more rural areas to provide locally based 
employment and services (including tourism, leisure and recreation activities, business services, retail and other activities, 
as appropriate). 

Promote the development of employment opportunities (identified in the Local Plan) and vacant sites and premises to 
provide accommodation for growing local and selected inward investing companies. 

Encourage local businesses and organisations to procure local goods and services. 

Encourage businesses to develop transport plans for their employees to reduce congestion and improve air quality. 

Examine the potential for developing the evening economy in Cranbrook Town Centre to help sustain local businesses. 

Market the Tunbridge Wells area as a tourist destination to draw a low volume of high spending visitors to sustain historic 
parks, gardens and other visitor attractions, to support businesses serving rural communities and to support the vitality and 
viability of key centres. 

Ensure the Local Development Framework takes full account of the need for employment floor space. to allow the growth 
and retention of employment and services in rural areas and settlements. 

Implications for the LDF and SA 

The LDF should address the objectives outlined in the Economic Strategy through policies contained within its DPDs.  
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 Appendix B  Baseline Data Sources

Appendix B BASELINE DATA SOURCES 

Census 2001, Office of National Statistics www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001 

Colliers CRE on behalf of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Shopping Study Update, Volumes One and 
Two, May 2003. 

Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy, 2001. 

Department for Work and Pensions at http:www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk 

Elizabeth Haggart Associates for Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Economic Overview of Tunbridge 
Wells Borough, October 2004. 

Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft and Draft Action Plan 2005-2008, July 2005. 

Tourism South East, The Economic Impact of Tourism in Tunbridge Wells in 2003. 

Countryside Agency, Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning, June 2005. 

Eveleigh, N.G. on behalf of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Residential Development and Recreation 
Open Space Supplementary Planning Guidance, April 1996. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk

http://www.magic.gov.uk  

Indicative floodplain map http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk

Kent Waste Management Plan, 1998. 

Kent Habitat Survey, 2003. 

Landscape Character Area Assessment, 2002. 

McAlpine, Thorpe and Warrier Limited, Tunbridge Wells Sports Facilities Study, January 2000. 

Population Estimates Unit, Office of National Statistics http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Local Plan Review Inquiry, Topic Paper 1 - Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Retail Strategy, June 2003. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy, October 2002. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council/ Air Quality Consultants, Updating and Screening Assessment of Air 
Quality in the Borough of Tunbridge Wells, May 2003. 

www.airquality.co.uk 

www.countryside-agency.gov.uk  

www.english-heritage.gov.uk

www.naei.org.uk

 

 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.magic.gov.uk/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/
http://www.countryside-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.english-heritage.gov.uk/
http://www.naei.org.uk/
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Tunbridge Wells Borough Council has recently received a consultation document relating to the South 
East Plan: Employment, housing and infrastructure in Kent.  

The consultation is on the planning advice to be given by Kent County Council and Medway Council to 
the South East England Regional Assembly. Tunbridge Wells is regarded as being in the ‘Rest of Kent’ 
area. The consultation paper gives two housing options: 

Rest of Kent Housing Options 2006-2026 

Potential Land Supply Option 1 Option 2  

Maidstone 3,780 8,200 9,200 

Tunbridge Wells 2,500 5,000 4,000 

These options, subject to consultation, will be taken forward during the preparation of the emerging 
options for the Core Strategy. 

  Baseline Data Sources  
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 Appendix C  Detailed  Baseline Information for the Borough

Appendix C DETAILED BASELINE INFORMATION FOR THE 

BOROUGH 

Subject Baseline Information 

Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft 2005/ mid-2003 population 
estimates based on adjusted 2001 Census data/ 1991 Census/ 2001 Census/ National 
Statistics/ Kent County Council data/ Economic Overview of Tunbridge Wells Borough 
2004                              

Demographics 

In July 2005, there were 104,000 residents in the Borough. There are below average levels 
of young adults living in the Borough. (Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation 
Draft, 2005) 

According to mid-2003 population estimates based on adjusted 2001 Census data, there 
were 104,600 people residing in Tunbridge Wells Borough; of whom 48.3% were male and 
51.7% were female. There are more females than males in the Borough in the following age 
categories: up to 15 years; 16-24 years; 35-44 years; 45-59 years; and 65 and over. There 
are more males than females in the 25-34 years age category. There are equal number of 
females and males aged between 60 and 64 years in Tunbridge Wells Borough. (Mid-2003 
population estimates based on adjusted 2001 Census data) 

Females appear to be living longer than males in the Borough, with significantly more living 
beyond retirement age. According to mid-2003 population estimates based on adjusted 
2001 Census data, there were 3,000 more females over the age of 65 years than males in 
the Borough in July 2003. (Mid-2003 population estimates based on adjusted 2001 Census 
data) 

According to mid-2003 population estimates based on adjusted 2001 Census data, children 
under five accounted for approximately 6% of the resident population of the Borough. This 
compares with almost 6% for England and Wales overall. In 2003, the population of the 
Borough was split by age as follows: up to 15 years – 22,000; 16 – 64 years – 65,600; 65 
years and over – 17,000. (Mid-2003 population estimates based on adjusted 2001 Census 
data) 

The resident population of the Borough in 2001 stood at 104,030, of which 48.2% (50,133) 
were male and 51.8% (53,897) were female. This compared with a resident population in 
South East of 8,000,645 people, of whom 49% were male and 51% were female. (2001 
Census) 

In 2001, the population density of Tunbridge Wells Borough averaged 313 people per 
square kilometre, compared with an average of 421, for the region and 380 people per 
square kilometre for England overall. (2001 Census) 

In 2001, 20.7% of the resident population were under 16 years of age, 71.3% were aged 
between 16 and 74, and 8% were over 75 years of age. The average age of the population 
in Tunbridge Wells Borough was 39.2 years. This compared with an average age for 
England and Wales of 38.6 years. Relatively few young adults live in the Borough, 
particularly in rural areas. There is a relative shortfall of people aged 18-29 in comparison 
with the South East and Britain as a whole. (2001 Census) 

With regard to ethnicity, in 2001, 97.6% of the Borough’s residents were White; 1% were of 
mixed origin; 0.7% were Asian; 0.2% were Black; 0.4% were Chinese and 0.3% were 
classed as belonging to another ethnic group. (2001 Census) 

In 2001, 55% of residents lived in urban wards and 45% in rural wards (2001 Census data in 
Economic Overview of Tunbridge Wells Borough, 2004) 

In 1991, 99,538 people were living in the Borough; 47.8% of whom were male and 52.8% 
were female. 98.7% of the Borough’s residents were White. (1991 Census) 
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Subject Baseline Information 

Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft 2005/ Economic Overview of 
Tunbridge Wells Borough 2004/  South East England Tourist Board 2000/ Annual 
Business Inquiry 2005/ mid-2003 population estimates based on adjusted 2001 
Census data/ 2001 Census/  Local Housing Needs Survey 2000 

Employment 

In July 2005, approximately 40,000 people commuted into and out of the Borough for work 
purposes. One in four jobs were filled by people living outside the Borough. (Tunbridge 
Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft, 2005) 

In July 2005, 82% of all employment in the Borough was service-sector based. The largest 
sectors of employment in the Borough are retail, hotels and restaurants, with 15,400 jobs 
(which represented 3 in 10 jobs in 2003). The banking and business services sector and the 
public administration, education and health sector are also large; both employing 12,500 
people, each representing just under one quarter of all jobs. Manufacturing provides 4,000 
jobs. Transport and Communications businesses, and ‘other services’, each employ 2,500 
people. Construction provides 1,700 jobs, and primary industries provide the lowest number 
of jobs in the Borough, at 1,400. Agricultural employment in the Borough declined by a third 
between 1995 and 2002. (Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft, 2005) 

The Borough’s residents have high levels of economic activity. In July 2005, 71% were 
economically active. More people work full-time and are self-employed (12% of residents) 
than in the rest of Kent. Self-employment levels are particularly high in the rural parts of the 
Borough. (Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft, 2005/ Economic Overview 
of Tunbridge Wells Borough, 2004) 

A high proportion of the Borough’s residents have very high skill levels; however this masks 
38% of the Borough’s population having no or low qualifications. (Tunbridge Wells Economic 
Strategy Consultation Draft, 2005) 

The 2000 survey of economic impact indicated 3,300 jobs in the Borough were associated 
with the tourism industry, equating to 7% of total employment (South East England Tourist 
Board, 2000). Of the 3,300 jobs in the industry, over 650 were based within the 
accommodation sector (including hotels and bed and breakfast facilities), which housed 34% 
of all staying trips to the Borough. (Economic Overview of Tunbridge Wells Borough, 2004) 

There was a 2.2% decline in employees between 1995 and 2003 in the Manufacturing, 
Transport & Communications and Public Administration & Health sectors in the Borough. 
Growth was experienced in the Distribution, Hotels & Restaurants sector and the Banking, 
Finance & Insurance sector during this period. (Annual Business Inquiry, 2005) 

In July 2003, 1.1% of people (695) in the Borough were unemployed; in the period January 
to May 2004, this figure had risen to 1.2% (739). However, this was considerably lower than 
the unemployment level in 2001, which stood at 1.9%. (Mid-2003 population estimates 
based on adjusted 2001 Census data) 

In July 2003, 18.7% of the Tunbridge Wells Borough resident population were of retirement 
age (65 and over for males or 60 and over for females), compared with 18.5% in England 
and Wales. (Mid-2003 population estimates based on adjusted 2001 Census data) 

In 2001, the proportion of people in the Borough who were employed was 66.5%. (Local 
Housing Needs Survey, 2000/ 2001 Census)  

In 2001, 1.9% of the population of the Borough were unemployed (compared to 3.4% 
national average). Of the people in Tunbridge Wells who were unemployed, 22.14% were 
aged 50 and over, 4.6% had never worked and 24.26% were long-term unemployed. (2001 
Census) 

In 2000, the average gross household income in the Borough was £24,589 compared to the 
national average of £20,500. (Local Housing Needs Survey, 2000) 
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Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft 2005/ Annual Business Inquiry 
2003/ Economic Overview of Tunbridge Wells Borough 2004 

Economic 
Performance 

In July 2005, there were 5726 businesses in the Borough, employing 53,000 people. This 
figure comprises 45 Primary Industry businesses; 353 manufacturing businesses; 452 
construction businesses; 1,861 retail businesses, hotels and restaurants; 82 transport and 
communications businesses; 1,944 banking and business services establishments; 377 
public administration, education and health establishments; and 512 ‘other service’ 
businesses. (Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft, 2005) 

In July 2005, retail, hotels and restaurants provided 15,400 jobs. (Tunbridge Wells Economic 
Strategy Consultation Draft, 2005/ Annual Business Inquiry, 2003)  

Within Tunbridge Wells Borough, land available for major commercial development is 
limited. (Economic Strategy Consultation Draft,  2005) 

In Tunbridge Wells Borough at the start of 2003, there were approximately 5,400 business 
establishments, of which 4,770 were registered for VAT. These employed 52,600 people in 
2002. (Economic Overview of Tunbridge Wells Borough, 2004)  

The Borough is marketed as the ‘Heart of Kent’ in partnership with Ashford, Sevenoaks, 
Maidstone, Tonbridge and Malling councils. The tourist industry is significant in terms of the 
investment and employment that it generates. In 2003, tourism contributed £153.9 m to the 
Borough’s economy. In 2000, the figure stood at 124.8m. Both leisure tourism and business 
tourism are essential elements of the commercial infrastructure of the Borough. (Economic 
Overview of Tunbridge Wells Borough, 2004/ Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy 
Consultation Draft, 2005/ The Economic Impact of Tourism in Tunbridge Wells in 2003) 

There was a net addition in the Borough of 480 businesses services organisations, 225 
wholesale and retail outlets and 60 hotels and restaurants to the business stock (a 15% 
increase in local business stock) between 1994 and 2003. This figure masks great variation 
between sectors – the stock of agricultural businesses, for example, reduced by 14% over 
this period. However, it does suggest that there are few barriers to entrepreneurs setting up 
businesses in Tunbridge Wells Borough.  (Economic Overview of Tunbridge Wells Borough, 
2004) 

There were 560 VAT registrations and 455 de-registrations in the Borough in 2002 alone, 
representing 20% of the business stock. (Economic Overview of Tunbridge Wells Borough, 
2004) 

The main Economic Development Areas in the Borough are: 

• Longfield Road and High Brooms Estate (Tunbridge Wells); 
• Transfesa and Eldon Way (Paddock Wood); and 
• Gills Green (Hawkhurst) (Economic Overview of Tunbridge Wells Borough, 2004)       

Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft 2005/ National Statistics Deprivation 
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In February 2005, there were 2,400 people claiming Income Support in the Borough. 
(Economic Strategy Consultation Draft,  2005) 

The ward of Sherwood has been identified as one of the most deprived parts of Tunbridge 
Wells Borough.  In 2004, it was ranked just outside the top 25% most deprived wards in the 
Country. (National Statistics) 

According to the 2004 English Indices of Multiple Deprivation, Tunbridge Wells has an 
overall rank of 283 out of 354 local authorities. These statistics indicate that the Borough is 
considerably less deprived than many parts of the country (it is the 283rd least deprived local 
authority in England). The Borough was ranked 10th least deprived out of 12 local 
authorities, with regard to average score on the indices of deprivation in the Kent County 
Council area.  The Borough ranked of 233 on the income measure. (National Statistics) 

Between September 1999 and September 2004 the number of young people aged 18 to 24 
years who were claiming work related benefits reduced by 40% in Tunbridge Wells Borough, 
compared to a reduction of 30.7% in Great Britain overall. (National Statistics) 

In September 2004, only 6% of people claiming work-related benefits in Tunbridge Wells 
Borough had been doing so for more than 12 months, compared to 17% in September 1999. 
(National Statistics) 

In August 2003, there were 4645 people claiming Income Support in Tunbridge Wells 
Borough; of these 2% were aged under 20. In the Borough, 7% of the population over the 
age of 16 benefited from Income Support payments. (National Statistics) 

In August 2003, there were 665 claimants of the Jobseeker's Allowance in Tunbridge Wells 
Borough. (National Statistics) 

In the Borough, in 2000, there were 4600 people claiming income support; in 1998, there 
were 5200 people claiming income support and in 1997, there were 5000 people claiming 
Income Support. (National Statistics) 

Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft 2005/ National Statistics Education and 
Skills 

In July 2005, 38% of the Borough’s residents had no or low qualifications. (Tunbridge Wells 
Economic Strategy Consultation Draft, 2005) 

Tunbridge Wells is located in the Local Education Authority of Kent, part of the South East 
region. In the academic year 2003/04, 55.8% of pupils in Kent achieved 5 or more GCSEs 
graded A* to C, compared to an average for England of 53.7%. (National Statistics)  

Over the last five years, in the County, standards in education, as shown by the Standard 
Assessment Tests (SATs), have also improved in respect of younger students. The 
proportion of pupils in Kent achieving at least level 4 at Key Stage 2 (KS2) (the anticipated 
level of attainment for pupils aged 11 in their final year at primary school) has changed from 
68% in 1999 to 70% in 2004 for Mathematics, and from 70% to 74% for English. (National 
Statistics) 

In 2001, 24.3% of the population of the Borough had qualifications at degree level or higher. 
The national average was 19.8%. In the same year, 22% of people in the Borough had no 
qualifications; which was lower than the national average of 29.1%. (National Statistics) 

In 2001, 6% of the resident population were school pupils or full-time students aged 16 to 74 
years. The average for England and Wales for the same year was 5.1%. (2001 Census)  

Neighbourhood Statistics/ National Statistics  Crime 
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In the period April 2003 – March 2004, there were 939 Offences for Violence Against the 
Person recorded by the Police, in Tunbridge Wells Borough. The figure for the same period 
for the South-East was 113,402 Offences; nationally, it was 902,738 Offences. (National 
Statistics/ Neighbourhood Statistics) 

Over the same period, there were 42 Robbery Offences recorded in Tunbridge Wells 
Borough, compared to 6542 in the South-East and 99,915 nationally. (National Statistics/ 
Neighbourhood Statistics) 

329 Burglary in a Dwelling Offences were recorded in the Borough between April 2003 and 
March 2004; the figure for the South-East was 40,879 for the South-East as a region and 
338,431 for England, nationally. (National Statistics/ Neighbourhood Statistics) 

279 Theft of a Motor Vehicle and 558 Theft from a Vehicle, Offences were recorded in 
Tunbridge Wells Borough. The figures for the South-East were 29,584 and 74,585 
respectively. Nationally, there were 274,524 Theft of a Vehicle and 568,704 Theft from a 
Vehicle Offences recorded. (National Statistics/ Neighbourhood Statistics) 

In the period April 2000 to March 2001, there were 570 Violence Against the Person 
Offences, recorded by the Police in Tunbridge Wells Borough. This was compared to 70,051 
in the South-East and 561,676 nationally. (National Statistics/ Neighbourhood Statistics) 

Over the same period, there were 36 Sexual Offences in the Borough recorded by the 
Police. In the South-East the figure was 5,077 and nationally it was 35,422 Sexual Offences. 
(National Statistics/ Neighbourhood Statistics) 

72 Robbery Offences were recorded by the Tunbridge Wells Borough Police from April 2000 
to March 2001. This was compared to 5,639 for the South-East and 94,211 for England as a 
whole. (National Statistics/ Neighbourhood Statistics) 

Housing Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft 2005/ Housing Needs Survey 
2000/ Neighbourhood Statistics/  2001 Census 
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House prices in the Borough are high, relative to average local wages, making affordability 
problematic. (Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy Consultation Draft, 2005) 

Between 2002 and 2003, average dwelling prices in the South East increased by 7.9%, 
compared with England, where the average rise was 12.2%. The average increase in price 
was 11.8% between 1997 and 1998 in the South East, compared with 8.1% increase in 
England. (Housing Needs Survey, 2000) 

In Tunbridge Wells Borough there were 42,695 households in 2001. 97% of the resident 
population lived in households. The remainder of the population lived in communal 
establishments, including supervised hostels, hotels, large hospitals and prisons. 
(Neighbourhood Statistics) 

In 2001, the average size of households in Tunbridge Wells Borough was 2.4 people, which 
equalled the national average. (2001 Census) 

In 2001, 28.41% of the resident population of the Borough lived in a detached house or 
bungalow. 30.87% lived in a semi-detached house or bungalow. 18.66% lived in a terraced 
property (including end terrace). (2001 Census) 

In 2001, 21.7% of the Borough’s households were accommodated in flats or maisonettes. 
0.3% lived in caravans or other mobile or temporary structures. This compared with 19.2% 
and 0.4%, respectively for England and Wales on average. (2001 Census) 

In 2001, with regard to housing tenure in the Borough, 30.7% of households were owned 
outright; 40.4% were owned with a mortgage/ loan; 0.61% were rented from the Council; 
15.21% were housing association rented or rented from a registered social landlord; 9.58% 
were rented from a private landlord or letting agency; and 3.06% were rented from another 
individual/ body. (2001 Census) 

In the Borough, 2.5% of identified households in need cannot afford rented accommodation 
and schemes are in place to enable the purchase of low cost housing or shared ownership. 
(2001 Census) 

The nationwide trend of the reduction in the number of people per household is reflected in 
Tunbridge Wells Borough, where predicted figures for 2011 show a shift away from the 
number of married couple households, which comprised 58% in 1991, but which are 
predicted to fall to 46% by 2011. Statistics for the Borough show movement towards single 
person households, which composed 25% of households in 1991 but which are predicted to 
increase to 34% by 2011. (Housing Needs Survey, 2000)  

Sites and funding were identified for 30 affordable dwellings between 2001 and 2002 with 
65% of the housing need being required within Royal Tunbridge Wells. The split of the 
percentage shows the need for 58% 1 bed units and 25% 2 bed units. (Housing Needs 
Survey, 2000) 

Land for additional housing is limited in the Borough. (Tunbridge Wells Economic Strategy 
Consultation Draft, 2005) 

Health  Neighbourhood Statistics 
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In August 2003, 2,570 people between the ages of 16 and 65 in Tunbridge Wells Borough 
claimed Incapacity Benefit or Severe Disability Allowance because they had been unable to 
work for at least 28 consecutive weeks because of illness or disability. Of these people, 13% 
were under the age of 30. 

2,375 people in Tunbridge Wells Borough received Disability Living Allowance, in August 
2003. This represents 2.7% of all people under the age of 65 living in the area, compared 
with 5.1%of the population in England and Wales. 

In 2001, in Tunbridge Wells Borough, 8.8% of the resident population provided unpaid care 
compared to 10% in England and Wales. Of the people providing unpaid care, 14.8%gave 
50 hours or more per week, this compared with 20.9% in England and Wales. 

The proportion of residents in the Borough  living with long-term illness was 14.5% in 2001.  

6.6% of Tunbridge Wells Borough’s described their general health as ‘not good’ in 2001.  

In 2001, 72.9% of residents described their general health as being ‘good’. 

There are 19 doctors’ surgeries and 20 dental surgeries within Royal Tunbridge Wells and 
Southborough with all parishes being served by at least one doctors’ surgery. 

Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002 Cultural Heritage 

 
Within the Borough, there are ten Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM): 
 

• Royal Tunbridge Wells, (2 SAM); 
• Cranbrook (2 SAM); 
• Benenden (1 SAM); 
• Brenchley (1 SAM); 
• Capel (1 SAM); 
• Horsmonden (1 SAM); 
• Lamberhurst (1 SAM); and 
• Speldhurst (1 SAM). 

 
There are over 3,000 Listed Buildings in the Borough; so listed for the combination of 
buildings, spaces and landscape. There are also 25 conservation areas, designated for their 
urban character and landscape quality. Appraisals have been published for selected 
conservation areas within the Tunbridge Wells Borough; Cranbrook 1997, Hawkhurst 1999, 
Pembury 1998, Royal Tunbridge Wells 2000 and Lamberhurst 2002. 
 
English Heritage has compiled a ‘Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest 
in England’ which includes 13 or 14 sites within the Borough, and a further 20 listed on the 
Kent Gardens Compendium. 

Bayham Abbey Ancient Monument is located outside the boundary though part of the setting 
of the Monument is clearly located within the Borough. 

Transport Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002/ Neighbourhood 
Statistics 
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The A21 forms the major north-south road corridor for traffic accessing Royal Tunbridge 
Wells and considerable congestion is experienced on the A21 between Tonbridge and Royal 
Tunbridge Wells at peak periods.  The A26, A264,and A267 are the primary distributor roads 
in the Borough. (Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002) 

There are reasonable rail services from Royal Tunbridge Wells to Tonbridge, Sevenoaks 
and London but in general facilities for cycling and public transport are poor and 
consequently, there is a comparatively low usage of public transport services. (Tunbridge 
Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002) 

Three Park and Ride sites were identified in the adopted 1996 Local Plan. These have not 
yet been implemented. However, planning consent exists for a 580 space car park at 
Woodsgate Corner (Pembury) and approximately 215 spaces have been constructed. The 
three sites and an additional fourth site (south of Longfield Road) are in the Local Plan 
Review. The total capacity of the four sites is estimated to be some 1,530 spaces. 
(Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002) 

Royal Tunbridge Wells in particular has a high volume of traffic, peak hour congestion and 
delays. There are limited parking opportunities and occupancy rates for off-street car-parks 
in Royal Tunbridge Wells have reached approximately 90% of capacity. Continued traffic 
growth is predicted. The town’s traffic problem is having an adverse impact on the local 
environment. (Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002) 

In April 2001, 18.7% of households in Tunbridge Wells Borough did not have a car or van, 
compared to an average of 26.8% in England and Wales. Households with access to two or 
more cars or vans accounted for 38.2% of all households in Tunbridge Wells Borough, this 
compared to an England and Wales average of 29.4%. (Neighbourhood Statistics) 

Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002 Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

More than 70% of the Borough is designated as part of the High Weald Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB), which extends across 14 Local Planning Authorities and 550 square 
miles. 

There are 10 Sites of Special Scientific Interest within the Borough. Approximately 70% of 
the Borough being classed as Special Landscaped Area (Contaminated Land Inspection 
Strategy, 2001). 

There are also 54 Sites of Nature Conservation Interest and 17 Sites of Local Nature 
Conservation Interest. There are four Local Nature Reserves in the Borough.  

Ancient Woodland covers approximately 12% of the Borough, totalling 3,850 hectares. 
English Nature’s Inventory of Ancient Woodland (1994) found 77% of this woodland to be 
ancient (continuously wooded since 1600). (Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy, 2001).  

The Borough has 410 Tree Preservation Orders including woodlands, trees in large urban 
developments and individual specimens (Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy, 2001). 
The Kent Habitat Survey of 2003 identified 19% of the Borough as being broad leaved 
woodland. 

The Borough is predominantly rural in character with the Metropolitan Green Belt covering 
the western extent of the plan area. The Tunbridge Wells Borough Urban Capacity Study 
(2001) indicated the Borough to be capable of accommodating necessary development 
without needing to modify the Metropolitan Green Belt boundaries. 

Six rural fringe areas have been located in close proximity to the urban areas of Royal 
Tunbridge Wells and Southborough; these are Culverden Down, Grange Road Allotments, 
North Farm Tip, Home Farm, Sherwood Park and Greggs Wood, Speldhurst Road 
Allotments and Hawkenbury Farm.  
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Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002 Land and Soil 

Southborough has the lowest provision of open space at 0.7 hectares per 1000 of the 
population.  

Royal Tunbridge Wells is also deficient in open space and recreational facilities. This is 
exhibited in the number of pitches in the area that suffer over-use, along with a number of 
other indicators. The topography of the area and ownership of land are limiting factors in 
creating further provision.  

19 residential areas within Royal Tunbridge Wells do not have reasonable access to 
equipped area of play, although a number of suitable sites have been identified for 
development. 

Agricultural Land within the Borough is predominantly arable and is classed as Grade 3 by 
the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, although few areas of Grades 2 
and 3a do exist on intensively cropped land. 

Landscape Character Area Assessment 2002 Landscape 

The quality of the landscape across the whole Borough is high with much of it very high, and 
has been identified by residents as one of its main assets. The varying topography and 
geology of the Borough has produced a varying and interesting landscape that supports a 
wide range of habitats and wildlife. The landscape of the Borough has been assessed and 
divided into 19 character areas based on natural characteristics and historical influences. 
These are contained in the Borough Landscape Character Area Assessment Supplementary 
Planning Guidance, August 2002.  

Open space: Areas of important open space are considered to fall into one of three 
categories in the Borough; open space of historic importance; open space of local visual 
amenity value and open space of strategic importance.  

Several varying forms of open space exist within the Borough’s areas of historic importance. 
Each is distinguished by the relationship of buildings to open space. These are: common 
land; the town park at Calverley Grounds (Royal Tunbridge Wells); the Grove (retained by 
the 1703 deed); the parkland character of Arcadian developments existing at Camden Park, 
Calverley Park, Hungershall Park and Nevill Park; and village greens located at Benenden, 
Goudhurst, Groombridge, The Moor (Hawkhurst), Horsmonden, Langton Green, Matfield, 
Pembury and Sandhurst. The settings of principal landmarked buildings and within these, 
plot cartilages, define a historic building line. 

Areas of open space of local visual amenity value includes village greens, parks, recreation 
grounds and allotments; whilst open space of strategic importance is dependent upon 
location and topography of the area.   

Areas of landscape importance: The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
designated in 1983 forms a major part of the landscape. 

Landscape of historic importance, neighbourhood edges, landscaped skylines and strategic 
significance are documented with areas of landscape importance.  

Historic importance recognises how tree groups characterise conservation areas, whether 
they are as individual trees or dense shrubs and tree cover.  

Separation of the villages is often by dense areas of trees and shrub vegetation acting as a 
barrier or vegetation (tree belt).  

Topography of Tunbridge Wells Borough consists of undulating minor ridges and principal 
ridgelines. As these could potentially take the form of a tree line, they are important in the 
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perception of villages both from within and outside. Vegetated areas also have significance 
to the wider landscape setting, forming strategic significance to the area.  

Key components of this landscape were subjected to study, with the landscape divided into 
six character areas and subsequently sub-divided into 19 areas of distinct characteristics 
requiring supplementary planning guidance: Fruit Belts; Wooded Farmland; Low Weald 
Farmland; Forested Plateau; River Valleys; and Open Farmland (Landscape Character Area 
Assessment, 2001). 

Arcadian Areas: Landscaping forms the dominant visual element within Arcadian areas. 
Vegetation is often dense and includes specimen trees and exotic species. This dense 
vegetation provides valuable habitat for many species of mammals and plant. 

Buildings within these areas are often low lying developments set well apart by areas of 
significantly vegetated open space. The layout of sites is such that corridors of vegetation 
allow both the facilitation of complex species networks and the colonisation of urban areas 
via ‘green networks’.  

Royal Tunbridge Wells is characterised by Arcadian developments; a heavily landscaped, 
low density development set up around Calverley Park in the 1830’s set the initial pattern for 
subsequent development within Royal Tunbridge Wells. Calverley Park, Camden Park, 
Hungershall Park, Nevill Park and Broadwater Down all exhibit characteristics of both 
historic and architectural significance. 

Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy 2001 Ground 
Contamination 

With the Borough’s locality and its extensive rural character, contamination levels are likely 
to be low. However contamination may be present on a sites such as redundant gas works, 
petrol stations, railway land and landfill sites. 1100 individual sites have been identified as 
requiring further investigation. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Air Quality Review and Assessment  Air Quality 

 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council has an Air Quality Management Area along the A26 
London Road to Southborough.   
 
Potential exceedences of the annual mean nitrogen dioxide air quality objective were 
identified in 2003, in two other areas; Grosvenor Road and the A264 Mount Ephraim/A26 
London Road junction. Consequently, the Council has proposed 2 further AQMA in these 
locations. 

Environment Agency  Water Resources 

 
About 80% of Kent’s public water supply is drawn each year from groundwater. Whilst Kent 
is self-sufficient in water supply, increases in abstraction have given rise to a progressive 
depletion in base flows and water tables in the County. 

The Environment Agency monitors two rivers within the Borough of Tunbridge Wells; Barden 
Mill Stream Tributary and Somerhill Stream.  

Barden Mill Stream Tributary was classed as a B class water course (Chemical GQA) 2000-
2002 and is therefore of good quality. Somerhill Stream was classed as a grade B class 
water course (Chemical GQA) 2000-2002 and is also of good quality and an F class water 
course (Biological GQA) 2002 and therefore of very poor quality.  

94% of the watercourses monitored by the Environment Agency in the Borough can be 
regarded as good or fair quality (Environment Strategy).  
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Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002 
 

Flooding 

The principal areas of high risk flooding within the Borough lie around Paddock Wood, Five 
Oak Green and Lamberhurst. 

Tunbridge Wells Local Plan Review Second Deposit Copy 2002 Waste 

There are currently no landfill sites within the Borough, with waste being transported to 
Essex. The Borough Council’s responsibilities for waste disposal extend only as far as 
domestic refuse collection. The waste management plan was the responsibility of Kent 
County Council until April 1996 when the Environment Agency took over.  

North Farm Household Waste Site, although located in Tunbridge Wells Borough, is run by 
Kent County Council. The site accepts domestic household waste and also operates the 
disposal of commercial waste. 

With regard to recycling, facilities have been provided at a number of key points within the 
towns to reduce the amount of waste material to be disposed of to landfill or incineration. 
The amount of household waste recycled and composted is rising. In 2004/5 the combined 
total was 32.1% of waste up from 24.5% in 2003/4. 21% of household waste in Tunbridge 
Wells Borough was recycled or composted in 2002/03.  

This exceeds the statutory target set for this Council by Central Government of 20% recycled 
or composted household waste by 2003/04. 

Kent County Council produced their first Waste Local Plan in March 1998 with the only 
implications for the Borough being improvement and continuation of the waste transfer 
station at North Farm, Royal Tunbridge Wells (non-toxic industrial wastes and household 
waste). 
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