
Future Affordable Housing Developments in the Borough  -  2007 

A listing of future developments including location and the number and type of homes as well as estimated 

completion dates. 

Location of 
development 

No of 
affordable 

homes 

Tenure of 
affordable 

homes 

Size of affordable 
homes 

Estimated 
completion 

date 

Gas works site, 
Sandhurst Road, 
Royal Tunbridge 
Wells 

66 Rent and 
shared 
ownership 

Mixture of 1,2 and 3 
bed 

Phase 1- April 
2006, phase 2 
–November 
2006, phase 3 
- May 2007 

Telephone 
Exchange, 
Culverden Park, 
Royal Tunbridge 
Wells 

42 Rent, shared 
ownership and 
shared 
ownership for 
key workers 

10x1 bed, 32x2 bed February 2007 

Rope Walk, 
Cranbrook 

6 Rent 4x2 bed, 2x 3 bed April 2007 

Brook Road High 
Brooms, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells 

11 Intermediate 
rent 

11 x1 bed April 2007 

John Street, 
Royal Tunbridge 
Wells 

9 Shared 
ownership 

7x1 bed, 2x2 bed August 2007 

Broadwater 
Lane, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells 

18 Rent and 
shared 
ownership 

15 x 2 bed, 3x3 bed October 2007 

Sherwood 
Community 
Centre 
redevelopment 

13 Rent Mixture of 1 and 2 
bed 

March 2008 

Rural exception 
site, Capel, Five 
Oak Green 

15 Rent and 
shared 
ownership for 
people with 
local 
connection to 
Capel Parish 

Mixture of 1, 2 and 
3 bed 

June 2008 

BMW site, 
London Road, 
Southborough 

16 Rent and 
shared 
ownership 

Mixture of 1 and 2 
beds 

2007/08 

Cinema Site, 
Mount Pleasant 
Road, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells 

12 Rent 9x1 bed, 3x2 bed Year 08/09 

Andrew Road, 
Southborough 

14 Rent Mixture of 1,2 and 3 
bed 

Year 08/09 



Middlefields, 
Rusthall 

14 Rent 4x2 bed, 10x1 bed, 
includes 6 
wheelchair/move-on 
accommodation for 
Headway residents 

Year 08/09 

Heartenoak 
playing field, 
Hawkhurst 

23 Rent for people 
with local 
connection to 
Hawkhurst 
Parish 

Mixture of 1, 2 and 
3 bed 

Year 08/09 

Good Station 
Road, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells 

29 Rent and 
shared 
ownership 

8 x 1 bed, 19 x 2 
bed, 2 x 3 bed 

Year 2008/09 

Silverdale Road, 
Royal Tunbridge 
Wells 

19 Rent and 
shared 
ownership 

Mixture of 1,2 and 3 
bed 

Mar 2009 

Medway Depot, 
Grosvenor 
Bridge, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells 

21 To be decided To be decided Year 09/10 

Medway Road, 
Royal Tunbridge 
Wells 

Approx 18 To be decided To be decided Year 2009/10 

Travis Perkins 
site, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells 

Approx 18 To be decided To be decided Year 2010/11 

Stormont 
Garage site, 
Mount Ephraim, 
Royal Tunbridge 
Wells 

Approx 18 To be decided To be decided Year 2010/11 

Springfield 
Garden Centre, 
Hawkhurst 

Approx 13 To be decided To be decided Year 2010/11 

 

In addition to the future affordable housing schemes planned in the Borough there are also vacancies arising from existing 

Housing Association stock. To access any new or existing affordable housing schemes, you must be registered on the 

Tunbridge Wells Joint Housing Register. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/section.asp?catid=565


Housing Association Development Partners    -   2006 

Housing Association Development Partners 

The Council currently works with the following preferred partner Housing Associations for new affordable housing 

developments in the Borough, including all new affordable homes provided on private development sites under the 

Council’s Planning and Affordable Housing policies (regarding 'quota sites'): 

Downland Housing Association 

www.downland.org.uk

Hyde Housing Group 

www.hyde-housing.co.uk

Kelsey Housing Association 

www.kelseyhousing.co.uk

Moat Housing Group 

www.moat.co.uk 

 

Orbit Housing Group 

www.orbit.org.uk

Town & Country Housing Group 

www.tchg.org.uk

Warden Housing Association 

www.warden.org.uk

 

 

Affordable Housing - A guide for developers    -   2006 

It is important that housing development provides affordable housing to meet local needs and encourage 

balanced communities. Where residential developments of 15 or more dwellings are proposed, 30% of the 

total number of dwellings will be sought for affordable housing. This note gives initial advice for applicants 

and developers on what we are looking for. 

A Guide for Developers 

If you do not address the need for affordable housing we may refuse planning permission, so we encourage you to talk to 

our Planning and Housing Officers at an early stage. 

Local Plan Policy 

Policy H3 in the Tunbridge Wells Borough Local Plan Review, which was formally adopted on 24 March 2006, sets out the 

Council's affordable housing requirements. 

The key aspects of the policy are: 

 Affordable housing is likely to be most effectively met by social rented accommodation.  

 The percentage of affordable housing sought in housing developments will normally be 30%. 

Section 106 Agreements 

The affordable housing part of development schemes will be secured through a legal agreement (a 'Section 106' 

Agreement) signed by the relevant parties prior to the granting of planning permission. 

 

http://www.downland.org.uk/
http://www.hyde-housing.co.uk/
http://www.kelseyhousing.co.uk/
http://www.moat.co.uk/
http://www.orbit.org.uk/
http://www.tchg.org.uk/
http://www.warden.org.uk/


Involvement of Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) 

Involving an RSL early in the process will enable the applicant to better plan the provision of affordable housing in 

conjunction with the market element of the site. The Council will expect an applicant to provide the affordable housing for 

an RSL nominated by the Council. This will ensure the dwellings are well suited for local needs. Details of the Council’s RSL 

preferred partners are set out below. The Council will strive to respect strategic relationships between developers and RSLs 

subject to workload capacity of the RSL. Applicants who wish to provide the housing via an alternative route will need to 

satisfy the Council that local needs will be best served by this approach. 

The involvement of RSLs offers two important safeguards. Firstly, RSLs are obliged to have publicly available policies and 

procedures for allocating properties, which should be open and fair and based on housing need. Secondly, should disposal 

of RSL assets become necessary, it will take place under Housing Corporation arrangements. 

The price paid for the social rented housing by the RSL will depend on the income stream forecast. Due to the limited 

amount of Social Housing Grant, it is unlikely that grant funding will be available. The Council strongly advises that the 

need to provide affordable units and lack of subsidy are taken into consideration when negotiating the price for residential 

land. 

We won’t normally accept a reduced percentage of social rented units or off-site provision. Should planning applicants raise 

issues of financial viability, we will require a current viability analysis of the proposal to be submitted alongside any 

planning application. 

The Council will expect all affordable housing schemes to meet Housing Corporation Scheme Development Standards, 

including Eco Homes ‘very good’ standard although this is likely to be raised to an ‘excellent’ rating in the future. This not 

only ensures that the affordable housing units are of a consistent standard but in the event that Social Housing Grant 

becomes available, it is a requirement of the Housing Corporation that schemes comply with these standards. 

Tenure Type of Affordable Housing 

Although housing need in the Borough can most effectively be met by social rented accommodation, the Council may 

consider the inclusion of some intermediate housing units. The 30% overall provision should be made up of at least 25% 

social rented housing and up to 5% intermediate housing. However in considering the mix of tenure on any qualifying site, 

the Council would need to ensure that: 

 The type of housing provided will meet an identified need and  

 The end cost of the housing must remain genuinely affordable in the longer term. 

Any intermediate housing must be delivered at a price that is affordable to people whose income does not enable them to 

buy or rent housing on the open market. Such income levels will be provided by the Council. Intermediate housing does 

not include low cost market housing. 

Unit Size Requirements 

In order to meet housing needs and in accordance with section 6.38 of the Local Plan the Council will require a mix of one, 

two and three plus bedroom affordable units on sites. The mix of units will be determined on a site by site basis and will 

have regard to the Housing Register and most recent Housing Needs Survey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RSL Preferred Partner Contacts 

Affinity Homes Group Ltd 
3 Elwick Road 
Ashford 
Kent 
TN23 1PD 
 
01444 446417 
margaret.terry@afinityhg.com

Town and Country Housing Group 
High Weald House 
Monson Way 
Tunbridge Wells 
Kent 
TN1 1LQ 

01892 514614 
tim.warren@tchg.org.uk   
 

Hyde Housing Association 
Chaucer House 
Knightrider Street 
Maidstone 
Kent 
ME15 6ND 
 
01622 356441 
janine.allen@hyde-
housing.co.uk

Orbit Housing Group 
Business Development Team 
Unit 3, Manor Park 
Manor Road 
Erith 
Kent 
DA8 2AT 

01322 344863 
debra.fitzgerald.org.uk 

Kelsey HA Ltd 
Kelsey House 
2 Perry Hall Road 
Orpington 
Kent 
BR6 0JJ  
01689 791100 
david.olorunniwo@khal.org.uk

Warden Housing Association 
Maxwell Hart Building 
612 Reading Road 
Reading 
Berks 
RG41 5HF 

01189 777612 
mark.glendenning@homegroup.org.uk

   
Moat Homes Ltd 
Mariner House 
Galleon Boulevard Crossways 
Dartford 
Kent 
DA2 6QE 

0845 359 6887 
sarah.paxton@moat.co.uk
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